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E ARE grateful to our friends who tell us | 
where they found superior quality, or articles 
that filled special needs in their lives. The Sunday 
School Times in a larger way aims to be just such a 
friend to every church and Sunday-school worker. 
In its advertising columns you will find news of 
thuse articles and devices that have proven, of 
special worth and value to church and Sunday- 
school work. 
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Jesus 
By W. M. Czamanske 


ESUS! What a hallowed meaning 
J Lies within thy name empearied, 
Chosen by eternal wisdom 
To supply a sinful world. 


E72 good and perfect blessing, 
Grace in boundless overflow, 
Fall ion and remission 

To thy precious name we owe. 


can ‘the annals of the ages 
For the valors of the brave, 
And thy-name alone is given 
With the pow’r unique to save. 


seless are our best endeavors, 
Weak’and helpless is our frame, 
But the weakest is victorious _ 
When he pleads thy saving name. 


~ aviour, let us sing thy glory, 
That the world may learn to love 
And to bow in adoration 
To thy name, all names above, 


“When He Ariseth” : 
Man’s god today is man. -Men are talking and 
writing and acting as never before in our lifetime, — 
though men. have doubtless acted’ in the same way at 
earlier crisis-periods in the history of the world, such 
as the time just before. the flood, and the time when 
God frustrated their plans for the world federation 
indicated by the tower of Babel. One needs but to 
pick up almost any of the popular secular magazines, 
or the new books flooding from our publishing houses, 
to be fairly startled by this-exaltation of man and de- 
fiance of God. Foreseeing that man would thus wor- 
ship himself im the end of the age, just before the 
Lord’s return, the Holy Spirit gave the prophet Isaiah 
message of warning for today.’ -These words were 


written more than two thousand, five hundred years 
ago, as part of that always up-to-date Book the Bible. 
“And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and 
the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the 
Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. And the idols 
he shall utterly abolish, And they shall go into the 
holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for 
fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty, 
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. In that 
day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols 
of gold, which they made each one for himself to 
worship, to the moles and to the bats; to go 
into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops 
of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and 
for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake 
terribly the earth” (Isa. 2:17-21). God is beginning 
“to shake terribly the earth” in the earthquakes that 
are now occurring constantly in various parts of the 
world, especially in parts where they are unusual. It 
will be useless to seek protection in the clefts of the 
rocks “when he ariseth,” but it is safe to seek protec- 
tion in Christ. “For their rock is not as our Rock” 


(Deut, 32:31). 
=< 


God’s Eagerness to Forgive 


Sin held on to is suicide. That is why God does 
everything in his power to separate men from their 
sins. Sin is the deadly enemy of both God and man, 
and God could not look upon it in any other way than 
hatred and be a righteous, loving God. Because “the 
wages of sin is death” God must visit with death those 
who would rather have sin than have him. But there 
is no one in the universe so eager to forgive sin as 
God is. _He has stopped at nothing in order to make 
it possible for him to forgive man’s sin and save man. 
He “spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all,” —and when God spared not his own Son we 
know that he spared not himself, for the costliness 
of Calyary must have been as great to the Father as 
to the Son. God’s eagerness to forgive sin shines 
out through the entire Bible, from those first days 
after Adam and Eve had sinned, on to the very end 
of the ages, when the closing verse of the Revela- 


tion rings out God’s word, “Come!” In what is prob- 
ably the oldest book of the Bible, Job, we read that 
God “looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, 
and perverted that which was right, and it profited me 
not; he will deliver his soul from going into the pit, 
and his life shall see the light. Lo, all these things 
worketh God oftentimes with ‘man, to bring back his 
soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the light of 
the living” (Job 33: 27-30). The message to the be- 
loved apostle John is the same: “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us -our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1' John 
1:9). Whether for the first time or the thousandth 
time, shall we not today respond to God’s eagerness 
to forgive? 
a 


Alone with God 


Perhaps one of the greatest needs of the Chris- 
tian today is to get alone with God. There is no 
phase of the spiritual life that Satan so delights to 
attack persistently, and if possible interrupt, as our 
quiet time with God. There is much in the pressure 
of the hustling, bustling, work-a-day world that makes 
it easy and often seemingly reasonable for the Chris- 
tian to neglect to get alone with God. A Frenchman 
who came to America was asked what he thought of 
the people. He replied, that we seem to have three 
idols; the idol of size, for everything must be big; 
the idol of noise, for unless there is lots of noise we 
seem to think nothing is happening; and the idol of 
speed, for every one is always in a hurry. Yet God’s 
methods are the very opposite. He passes by the big 
things and uses the small. He ever works in silence, 
He never is in a hurry. So in order to get away from 
these idols it is necessary for us to get alone with God. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, with his intimate knowledge 
of the needs of the human heart, said to his disciples, 
“When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, yoy to thy Father which is 
in secret” (Matt. 6:6). The blessed part of the alone 
times with God is that what happens in the inner cham- 
ber has its effect on the outside, for the Father who sees 
in secret rewards openly. 


Conversion Testimonies from Prison Camps 


“SHE war-time revival among Russian prisoners 
in Germany has had important subsequent bear- 
ings upon Russia. God’s: work among German 

soldiers in English prison camps is not so well known. 
A sheaf of stories narrating these experiences has 
just come from the press. It constitutes a remark- 
able document on the reality’ of conversion.1 

’ These English.war camps were rot more pleasant 
than those elsewhere. That at Brocton, where the re- 
vival first broke out, was known among the Germans 
as “das Hungerlager” (starvation camp). Barracks 
were cold, clothes scant. Promiscuity, ennui, idleness, 
shattered nerves, disappointed hopes endured for weeks, 
months, or years made life a burden. Two moral 
opiates were at hand, card-playing and “coffin-nails” 
(cigarettes), and they were taken with the customary 
accompaniment of profanity and obscenity. The prince 
of this world had his own way im prison camps as well 
as on battlefields in those years. 

“Divine service’ was held occasionally. at Brocton. 
A theological student talked about land reform, the 
alcohol problem, .the, social question. (Afterward he 
was soundly converted!) Later Fritz S., who became 
the revival leader, took this speaker’s place, and the 


number attending regularly passed from ten to some 


three hundred. Prisoners sent from Brocton to other 
camps. carried the revival with them. In Frongoch, 
Wales, 120 brethren were banded together for Bible 
study and personal evangelism. The new Christians 
were sneered at as “Heaven-stormers.” But their joy 
none could take from them. Many who went to the 


1“Himmelstosstrupp: Zeugnisse aus englisher Kriegsge- 
fangenschaft” (“Heaven Stormers: Testimonies from English 
War Prisons”). Verlag Missionsbuchhandlung (Press of the 
Mission Bookstore), Worms, 1926. 


_worthless ?” 


war with Goethe’s Faust and Nietzsche’s Zarathrustra 
in their knapsacks, and with sin and death in their 
hearts returned redeemed followers of Christ, Scrip- 
ture in hand and with songs of ‘praise on their lips. 

The testimonies come from all types of minds. The 
revival leader, Fritz S., was aesthete, Wagnerian; had 
dabbled in “social Christianity”; also in the German 
Youth movement, and was a member of the Duerer- 
bund. In camp he at first organized the theater, and 
when religious services were desired he read lectures 
by the modernist, Pastor Traub. In short, he was a 
dilettante of the conventional type. 

“Do you know your life is for eternity wholly 
This frank remark of a Christian fellow- 
prisoner was as an arrow shot into his heart. He began 
to. seek, and finally found, the place where through 
divine working all things become new, the cross of 
Golgotha. “The religious whitewash” peeled off. He 
was now conscious of his spiritual debts and of the 
eternal destruction that hung over his life. “And 
when we prayed together at eventide, and the blessed 
certainty of salvation entered my breast, I could only 
say, stammering and with astonishment, ‘I thank thee, 
Lord Jesus.’ ’”” 

Gerhart B., now. pastor, describes himself as a war 
profiteer of the happiest sort, one whose fortune was 
made by finding the hid treasure. He pictures the 
deadly monotony of Brocton hunger-camp,—the de- 
spair, the brooding, the card-playing from morning 
to night, the hot hunger for the next meager meal, and 
the uncontrollable craving for cigarettes. “That was 
the spirit which dominated the camp, and not one, even 
the most philosophically trained, could stand up against 


it. 
“Until the revival broke out!” 
He fell in with a group of the awakened. Fol- 
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lowed a terrible inner struggle lasting four weeks; but 
frecuoul fina.ty Came. 

“t see myseif sitting the afternoon of Juy 7, 1918, 
on a bench in the camp opposite a littie sand hill on 
which were several pines. 1 was reading a hymn with 
deep longing and without uiderstanding it. A few 
hours later 1 realized its meaning; yes, experienced it, 
and the whole night through could not sleep for joy.” 

The testimony of another pastor converted at Broc- 
ton camp is that he could never have gone through the 
fight for faith to which the theological school later 
exposed him, if it had not been for his spiritual experi- 
ences as prisoner. “It was on Qunce Hill (the refer- 
ence is to the distribution of rations by ounces) be- 
hind the barbed wire after eighteen months of im- 
prisonment that God spoke to me. On that October 
evening 1 heard the still, small voice, not with the body’s 
hearing but so that the whole inner man felt himself 
re 4 raised to Heaven and filled with certainty. The 

rd took up his residence within me. I became a 
who..y new man. I looked on the whole world with 
new eyes. 

“ahen I sought a quiet place to pour out prayers 
of thanksgiving from my brimming heart. 

“ihat was the most blessed moment of life when the 
words were fulfilled, ‘If the Son shall make you free 
ye shall be free indeed,’ October 3, 1918, and in prison. 
It was an experience of the Prisoner’s Psalm (Psa. 


126) which God’s grace gave me, and which transfig- - 


ured the following outwardly hard year of confine- 
ment. A second experience of the Psalm was the day 
of our return to Germany. But only then shail we 
know its full meaning wien the day of our gathering 
in the heavenly home comes.” Then first will our 
tongues be really filled with singing.” 

The next testimony is from a former freethinker. 
“What concern did I have with such things as sin, God, 
the other world? They awakened merely a smile of supe- 
riority. I was done with them at nineteen. If one per- 
ished in battle it was a hero’s death and then all was 
over. Haeckel had proved that. 

“Then came the fighting on the Aisne. Every change 
in position gave to the company another appearance. 
The o.d faces disappeared, and at.every charge one 
coud read on those remaining. the question, Who 
next?” 

In November, 1917, he was taken prisoner. At Broc- 
ton he fell in with a Christian whose testimony influ- 
enced him powerfully. “A fearful unrest seized me. 
My life with all its needs and shortcomings rose be- 
fore me accusing me. Then God interposed in my life 
through his Word. Like a hammer it broke in pieces 
all the air-castles, all the self-satisfactions. It made 
sin, sin; and wrong, wrong; without excuse. My 
who:e being became as a raging sea.” The Saviour 
spoke to the sea and quieted it. Peace took the place 
of restlessness. “My soul began to rejoice. That 
hour was the morning star of my life. Years have 
passed since then, and the gifts from the heavenly 
home have become ever more wonderful, the more so 
in that the Holy Ghost has revealed to my heart so 
much that witnesses to its deep corruption.” 

M. M., another unbeliever, comes in contact with 
Christians and his conscience is awakened. Intense 
conviction of sin follows. 

“One night my soul, groaning in the pangs of hell, 
cried out, ‘Lord Jesus, let me not sleep until all is 
settled with thee.’ Then I struggled on my bed as for 
life itself. Like a great army of the enemy I saw all 
my sins, which I named and confessed to the Lord as 
that which had nailed him to the cross. I cried, ‘For- 
give me, Lord Jesus!’ 

“Then a marvel! Hardly had I uttered the word 
than a flash of lightning *seemed to strike across the 
night. It was all bright around and within me. An 
inexplicable rushing sound overpowered me, an indes- 
scribable peace filled-my heart. Tears of joy flowed. 
Inner certainty of forgiveness was mine. The words, 
‘Death is swallowed up in victory,’ appeared in great 
letters. I felt like awakening the other prisoners, but 
realized that they would think me insane. In order to 
assure myself of the reality of what had happened I 
sat up on my straw-sack and prayed again and again, 
‘Lord Jesus, take this not away from me. Hold me 
fast that I may never perish.’ For some hours I was 
in this transport of joy, and then fell asleep. When 
in the morning I spoke to another prisoner he re- 
marked, ‘What has happened? You must have dreamed 
fine things last night.’ I related my experience, and 
he said when I concluded, ‘You say what they all 
ne te . 

This meeting with the Saviour proved a regenerat- 
ing thing, freeing him from old bondages and old de- 
sires. When he wrote the story of his conversion to 
those at home in Germany their alarm was great lest 
prison walls had robbed him of his sanity. The vil- 
lage pastor (an unconverted man) was asked for his 
opinion. “It’s certainly a bad case,” he responded. 
“Max has surely fallen into the hands of one of those 
English sects.” 

Eight years of happy Christian life have passed 
since then. 

An idealist, Dr, Max H.. was a “soldier in the army 
of light” @ Ja Helmut Harringa. Rein bleiben und 
reif werden (“pure and mature”) was his ideal. But 
the reality of life put to shame all ideals. How could 
he attain them in the flood of -army foulness? Where 
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couid he find a power that could raise him above the 
misery of existence? When he looked about the 
prison camp the faces expressed omy depression and 
disillusion. ‘The dull torper was unbroken save by 
curses. 

“In this time of despair the voice of the Gospel came 
suddenly to our camp, so plainly yet so powerfully as 
my ears had. never heard it.” And behind the message 
stood men whose lives attested the truth of their words. 
“With the Jesus they preached I had had no. contact. 
I saw in him only a great historical personage. But 
now, when everything had collapsed, the words of the 
Nazarene rang in my ears as the music of Heaven. 
God be praised, the longing for peace and inner power 
was stronger in me than the excuses which my proud 
heart made to escape its humbling. The day in which 
I surrendered my life to Jesus a wholly new life began 
within me. 

“There was nothing mystical or ecstatic in this; 
on the contrary it was clear, sober, and real. It is a 
simple fact that the God of the Bible, the Living God, 
entered my being in those days and throu Jesus 
reached his hand of love to me. My life since then 
has had a new direction, a new meaning. Chains un- 
der which I sighed dropped from me. A new feeling 
of peace and joy was present. The distance from God, 
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the chasm-depth of which I was 
been bridged for me in Christ.” 

Next is a teacher versed in Goethe and Ibsen, in 
Nietzsche and Strindberg. He finds himself after at- 
tending a Bible reading face to face with the choice, 
Nietzsche or Christ! A night of unforgettable strug- 
gle, and he surrenders to the Lord. “When morning 
broke I had experienced what Paul experienced on the 
Damascus road ard Luther in the Erfurt cell. With 
elementary power the conviction that my Redeemer 
lives came into my heart.” 

Some of these converts were in terrible bondage 
to the cigarette, pawning all their meager belongings 
even to the necessary underclothes and shoes in order 
to get the sinister luxury. But convérsion took the 
craving wholly away, cleansing as well as heart. 
These conversions awakened terrible opposition and 
hatred in the camps. Blasphemous songs resounded 
outside the meeting-places. Attempts were made to 
smoke out the “Heaven-stormers.” On one occasion 
hate so far overcame the natural call of the stomach 
that hungry prisoners would save their rice to throw 
it in wet and greasy balls at the “saints” and their 
Bibles. It was a Satanic authentication of the Spirit’s 
working. Yet the revival continued, and hundreds came 
to Christ in the various camps in England and Wales. 


daily conscious, has 





A Woman’s Vision 


Was it not the fact that Mary brought her “flowers” 
(ointment) while the Lord Jesus was alive that caused 
him to say that such an unusual and needed custom 
must needs be preached in all the world?—An Oregon 
Layman. 


To express our love for our loved ones before they 
die, and not merely to bring flowers to them after 
death, is indeed-a duty and privilege. But our Lord’s 
word about Mary of Bethany would seem to go deeper 
than that. He was evidently commenting on the fact 
that Mary, alone among all his disciples and friends, 
understood and believed his repeated words concerning 
his coming death and resurrection. When she broke 
her alabaster box of “very precious ointment” and 
anointed him, he said, “She is come aforehand to anoint 
my body to the burying’ (Mark 14:8). The Sco- 
field Reference Bible calls attention to the fact that 
“Mary of. Bethany was not among the women who 
went to the sepulchre with intent to embalm the body 
of Jesus,” — doubtless because she believed his word 
that he would rise from the dead. Therefore her faith, 
and the vision that can come only by faith in Christ 
and the Word of God, was to be told for a memorial 
of her in the whole world (Matt. 26: 13). 


=< 
Should This Minister Be Supported ? 


What stand would you advise. a Christian to take 
who belongs to a little rural church and teaches in the 
Sunday-school, and loves the work, when a minister is 
sent to us who is a Modernist and evolutionist, and yet 
preaches very good Gospel serrons with only a remark 
once in a while on these subjects, but who has declared 
himself to the writer to be both Modernist and evolu- 
tionist? My husband says he will continue to go to 
church but refuse to support him. Our people do not 
seem to know he is doing much harm, and in many 
ways he is a fine man, so most of the people are fol- 
lowing him like sheep. Your answers in Notes on Open 
Letters have been so helpful to us. We shall look eagerly 
for your answer.——A Michigan Reader. 


Here is a situation that undoubtedly confronts thou- 
sands of earnest Christian people today who are loyal 
to the entire Word of God, yet who are in churches 
where the ministers have accepted more or less of the 
current theories contrary to that Word. Surely it is 
not a situation for hasty or ill-considered action. “He 
that believeth shall not make haste” (Isa. 28:16). 
And we must remember that many a Christian min- 
ister, who loves the Lord and preaches the only Gos- 
pel of salvation, has been wrongly influenced by the 
popular teachings of the day, and has accepted some 
positions without realizing their harmful significance. 
Those who find themselves in a church of this sort 
may well wait upon God, pray earnestly for the en- 
lightenment of the minister, and meantime do all in 
their power to testify quietly, clearly, and lovingly, 
to the truth. Above all things, those who know the 
truth are to remember that the Bible which they rightly 
believe “from cover to cover” includes the thirteenth 
chapter of 1 Corinthians. “Love never faileth.” And 
so it is disloyalty to the Word and to our Lord to 
“contend for the faith” in bitterness ‘or unlove. 

No sweeping or general rule can be given for one’s 
duty in a church of this sort. There may be circum- 
stances when God wou'd have enlightened believers 
withdraw. But there surely are: circumstances when 


—— 


they should stay by and pray and testify. God will 
show each one His will, if it is earnestly sought and 
followed, . 


x<— 
The Sin Unto Death 


I am- venturing to ask if you will please explain in 
“Notes on Open Letters” 1 John 5:16. “If any man see 
his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall 
ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not 
unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that 
he shall pray for it.’—A California Reader. 


The apostle John tells us, in this chapter, that we 
may come to God in confidence that he will hear and 
grant any petitions we ask of him which are accord- 
ing to his will. This is pledged to us in the words: 
“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, 
if-we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth 
us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we 


ask, we know that we have the petitions that we de- 


sired of him” (a John 5: 14, 15). 

John then goes on, under the Holy~ Spirit’s inspira- 
tion, to remind us that there are some things that God 
cannot grant, and one of these is life for those who 
have sinned unto death. Some Bible teachers under- 
stand this verse to refer,-not to spiritual or eternal 
death, but physical death. That is, they believe the 
passage teaches that God will sometimes grant, in 
answer to* prayer, the continuance of physical life -to 
one who is in danger of physical death whether 
sickness or otherwise. From this interpretation, whi 
seems a legitimate one, there would be occasions when 
God would: know that a sin required physical death as 
a result, even though the spirit of that person was 
saved. Thus Paul writes to the Corinthian Christians, 
concerning the sin of one of their number, that this 
sinning Christian was delivered “unto Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5). Plainly, 
if some fellow Christian had prayed for the physical 
life of that man, whose sin was “unto death,” God 
could not have granted the prayer. 

Another interpretation of the passage in First John 
takes it as referring to spiritual and eternal death. 
We know that there is a sin unto eternal death, which 
our Lord calls the sin against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
12:31, 32). Christian workers have sometimes had 


the experience of attempting to pray for the salvation ~ 


of an individual and finding themselves so hindered 
or blocked in prayer that they could not go on. This 
is doubtless a very rare experience, but it may occur 
when God knows that a soul has finally and incor- 
rigibly rejected the offer of salvation. > 

The comforting side is that, whenever an individual 
has any desire-to be saved, any. longing for eternal 
life, this is conclusive evidence that God can and will 
save this one if the gift of life through Christ as 
Saviour is sitnply accepted. The persons, few and far 
between, who have sinned the spiritual “sin unto death” 
have no desire to be saved. Let us be very careful, 
therefore, never to be troubled by this passage our- 
selves if we desire fellowship with God, and let us be 
careful never to use it to trouble another soul. God 
includes it in his Word for his own righteous. and 
loving purpose, but for one passage of this sort there 
are scores or hundreds of passages that ring out the 
Good News that “where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound: that.as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign through righteousness unt» eter- 
nal life by Jesus-Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5:20, 21). 






































5 tp font wa es AT Ea a 





Lesson for ‘October 3 
Numbers 10: 11-36 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


P os9 








*. 


How a College Professor “Discovered?” the Lord’s Return 











And how his Bible became a new book to him 


By J. T. 


Spangler, A.M., D.D. 
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ROM ‘childhood I have had the profoundest re- 
F spect for the Scriptures. In the home of my pater- 

nal grandfather, in which much of my childhood 
was spent, the Bible was the final authority on every 
disputed of debated question. It was read twice 
_ each day at family worship, which was also the custom 
in the home of my parents. One of the finest pictures 
on memory’s walls is that of my grandfather by the 
window in the kitchen of the old farmhouse, at. leisure 
times with his Bible. He never studied German, and 
came up in a home in which nothing but English 
was spoken, yet Luther’s Bible was nearly the only 
commentary he ever consulted. And this he fre- 
quently studied~for its great help. 

Grandfather was an exceptional Bible student for 
the mountain region in which he lived, and was well 
informed besides. And frequently there were dis- 
cussions and spirited debates on Biblical problems and 
questions of the day, usually with grandfather pitted 
against his sons. My place was on the old “wood- 
chest,” back of the “cookstove” in the kitchen,— too 
“young to take part in the discussions. Yet from the 
influence of those scenes and years, and the Puritan 
customs of that home, as well as the religous influences 
of our own home, I cannot escape, and do not care to 
escape. From that home three sons became ministers 
of the blessed Gospel, none of whom ever questioned 
the inspiration and authority of the Bible. 

My later training also influenced me in a way of 
which I was not conscious until within recent years. 
A very dear friend, with whom I have for many 
years been on terms of .frankest intimacy, tells me 
that he dared not intrude on me the view of our 
Lord’s early return, and that~any reference to it was 
met with contemptuous smiles on my part. This so 
fits my psychology that there can be no denial. I was 
steeped in the fancy that “God’s in His heaven — All’s 
right with the world,” having tied to the theory of 
continuous development. And I was inapatient, and 
often indignant, that certain of my parishioners at- 
tended Bible studies at which the premillennial coming 
of the Lord was set forth. And yet I was a constant 
attendant at the monthly Bible conferences conducted 
at Harrisburg under the direction of men whose po- 
sition I contemned.. But I had discovered the Bible’s 
supreme place in the life of the world; and the Bible 
scholars who directed these conferences had messages 
for me, even though their millennial teachings called 
. forth from me nothing better than smiles. I had to 
- be patient with their prophetic convictions, since 
they gave me so much that helped me in the way of 
information and inspiration: 


What of A. T. Pierson and D. L. Moody? | 


I have not at any time been a devotee of what I have 
‘been pleased to regard as the vaporings of the Higher 
Criticism. I felt sure that it had roused conservative 
scholarship to a new and intense study of the Scrip- 
tures. And this, though an indirect one, is doubtless 
its chief merit. How harmless and pitiable such 
study often is! And yet it must be admitted that 
scholarship was almost a fetish with me. And the schol- 
arship of such conservatives as Green, Delitzsch, 
Gottheil, Gladstone, and many others so challenged 
my respect that I was not ashamed to be their humble 
follower. 

Memory assures me that frequently I paused to 
reflect that men of the type of A. T. Pierson, A. J. 
Gordon, F. B. Meyer, G. Campbell Morgan, and 
other great spirits, as well as D. L. Moody and all 
the other noted evangelists’ “loved his appearing.” 
And I fellowshiped with men who were radiant with 
hope. But none of these things was powerful enough 
to change my viewpoint. I professed an optimism 
based on realism, which I held to be a safe and sane 
philosophy for everyday living. I was not blind to 
evil in the world, and I believed thoroughly in the 
depravity- of mankind. Nor have I ever doubted the 
merits of our Lord’s atoning death and the necessity 
of the new birth. But I had faith in the church and 
the ethical kingdom,—and I do not now discount 
them,— and affected to see constant development in 
society and man’s social relations. Such development 
1 did not doubt was in progress, but I now see that I 
failed to make certain important distinctions as to the 
fundamental and essential spiritual entities and the 
postulates of sociology. I had not taken into ‘account 
the apostasy spokem of in the Bible. 

had borrowed a sentiment and. an ideal from 
John Fiske, that charming American personality, 
whose versatile scholarship and whose theism, coupled 
with a firm belief in immortality, I greatly admired. 


He -held the view that. with man physical evolution 





That a man can bea devout Christian, a stu- 
dent of God’s Word, and in touch with the best 
intellectual life of the day, while blinded to a 
truth that shines out clearly throughout all the 
Scriptures, is impressively set forth in this frank 
personal testimony from Dr. Spangler. The au- 
thor has written out his experience at The Sunday 
School Times’ invitation. He was graduated from 
Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pa., 1890; from 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 1894; taught 
Greek at Lebanon Valley, and became Professor 
of Greek Language and Literature there, 1897- 
1909; was Professor of Philosophy and Religious 
Education, 1916-1920; Professor of Greek and 
Bible, 1920-1925; and since then has been Pro- 
fessor of Greek Exegesis at the Evangelical Theo- 
logical College, Dallas, Tex. With his educa- 
— ensk Te has had pastoral experience as 
we 


Pamphlets and books published by The Sunday School 
Times Company, which will be found of interest in this con- 
nection, are the following : 

The Coming Day. By Ford C. Ottman, D.D. (25 cents, post- 
age 2 cents). 

What Do the Prophets Say? By C. I. Scofield, D.D. ($1.25, 
postage 12 cents). 

Confessions of a College Professor (25 cents, postage 2 cents). 

Is the Truth of the Lord’s Return a Practical Matter for To- 
day? By C. G. Trumbull (40 cents a dozen, $3 a hundred, 
or 4 cents each). 








ceased and spiritual evolution began, and that this 
evolution will continue until man’s whole being is 
completely spiritualized,— but without the Christ. I per- 
ceived the poetic beauty of this, but held that any such 
spiritual evolution is impossible apart from Christ 
and regeneration through his death on the cross; and 
that after thé spiritualization and perfection of man- 
kind in him we might expect his return. 

The change in my viewpoint began when in a city 
pastorate I was made to reflect on the untoward 
social, moral, and spiritual conditions in the world. 
Concrete facts in the lives of men and women, and 
even in the lives of children, became appalling to me. 
The evils and wrongs of the social sphere, of the in- 
dustrial life, and of the economic circles began to 
excite in me the gravest apprehension. My obser- 
vations and reflections made me cognizant of the 
utterly trifling and worthless things that people permit 
to reduce them to practical atheism. All of this has 
beén so patent, and again and again the note of alarm 
has so rung forth from the platform and been set 
forth on the printed page, that no argument is needed. 
But more disturbing was the lack of unified action, 
and the weak note in the church against these evils 
when their gravity demanded the vehemence of proph- 
etic denunciation. Was it not a fact that advanced 
social legislation had been achieved without such uni- 
fied action and demand? 

Not less disturbing is the breakdown of the Ameri- 


-can home, so nearly complete that certain of our col- 


lege and university professors have been saying that 
it is part of our present social evolution. Strange 
evolution, indeed! Also the dearth of evangelism and 
the indifference to soul-saving in our churches. And 
not least, the World War with its horrors and bar- 
barities grounded upon a philosophy that not only 
denied Christ, but also declared Christianity immoral 
and a plague, the one blot on civilization, and that, too, 
in the land of Martin Luther! 


The Facts Bothered My Philosophy 


These questionings and reflections and the deduc- 
tions from them were surely testing my philosophy. 
And I was now face to face with the conviction that 
my philosophy did not square with the facts in rela- 
tion to world conditions. The psychological effect 
was a pessimism that I harbored for some time 
within the secrecy of my own consciousness. I con- 
tinued saying to myself, “What’s the use trying to do 
religious work, if the world is bent on going to rot?” 
Something kept making the sinister suggestion that 
ordinary honor, under the circumstances, demanded 
the surrender of my credentials as a minister. But I 
was not tried beyond endurance, for a happy ex- 
perience came my way; and suddenly it was revealed 
to me that Jesus Christ is the supreme motive, and not 
world conditions, nor even men—only our crucified 
and risen Lord. I had now found the real Christ, the 
Christian’s supreme optimism. And I was indeed 
happy to be out of the “Slough of Despond.” 

But I was adrift, as I now see it, as to the coming 





of our Lord. With all my feeling that I had pre- 
viously merely affected an optimism, I still felt that 
one need not have definite convictions as to the 
“blessed hope.” I had the conception that one’s house 
needs be in order, and then, what matters it when the 
Lord returns? I had read “God’s Methods with 
Man,” by G. Campbell Morgan, with some interest. I 
had purchased “Jesus Is Coming,” by W. E. B., and 
the “Coming and Kingdom of Christ,” the report of 
the Prophetic Bible Conference held at Moody Bible 
Institute, in February, 1914;1 but they were uninter- 
esting to me, and I put them aside. I had also purchased 
a Scofield Reference Bible, which soon supplanted all 
the other editions in my possession. I prized it, not 
because of its prophetic value, but rather for its 
splendid analyses and its inestimable informational 
value, back of which I discerned the superb Biblical 
scholarship of Dr. Scofield, and his beautiful spirit 
breathing the very heart of the Master. 

In the midst of this indefiniteness of position I was 
induced to return to my alma mater and resume the 
work of teaching, which I had laid aside for seven 
years. I was now to do the work in philosophy and 
religious education. A very dear friend, who had 
much to do with my return to teaching, urged me to 
attend that year’s Bible Conference at Mount Gretna. 
It was conducted by one who has endeared himself to 
me in more respects than he. knows, and by another 
to whose scholarly oratory I had listened with keen 
pleasure when he was a Jewish rabbi in the city of 
Dayton, Ohio. 

The Rev. George E. Guille, at this conference, was 
the first to succeed in interesting me in the imminent 
return of our Lord. His knowledge of the Bible and 
his teaching ability soon won my respect and set me 
to thinking out the whole matter for myself, so that 
I approached the question with an open mind, backed, 
of course, with such information and inspiration as he 
had given me. I desire also to give due credit to Dr. 
Max Wertheimer, who followed Mr. Guille in this 
conference. His Christian propagandism is the more 
interesting, since I knew and heard him as a rabbi. 
Surely a miracle of grace! 


The Key to the Bible 


After several years of such study as my time per- 
mitted, I was convinced that I had found the key to 
the Bible, as many others bear testimony. It became 
indeed a new Book, with a fascination that I had not 
seen in it before. I can hardly conceive that for 
years I did not perceive the plain intent of prophecy. 
I do not wish to be understood as professing to un- 
derstand prophecy in its length and breadth and 
height; only that I now see its trend, with growing 
outlines as I continue to study. : 

I see now that, for such a consummation of God’s 
purposes as his Son’s ‘return to this earth, simply to 
“be ready” is not sufficient. We need also to be 
gravely interested in it. My old attitude of thinking 
that I was ready whenever the Lord might come was, 
I fear, culpably indifferent and irreverently shortsighted. 
Does the Bible warrant such a general interest only? 
I am gravely apprehensive that it is as unpsychological 
as it is unscriptural. We do not get ready for the 
coming of our friends in that manner and spirit. Our 
preparation for them is particular, suited even to the 
moods and temperaments of our expected guests. 
We are interested in the time of their arrival, the 
train they ride on, or even the name and model of their 
utomobile. For this transcendent achievement of the 
ages our preparation needs to be as specific, particular, 
and decorous as the event is sure to be epochal and 
glorious. 

Such an attitude toward our Lord’s return as 
formerly was mine is unpsychological also from an- 
other consideration. The Blessed Hope is a stupendous 
promise, embracing many specific promises to the faith- 
ful. We are to be kings and priests; we are to reign 
with him in that domain of righteousness and peace, 
judgment and justice; we are to be privileged to 
do service under the true Fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man, inspired and incited to a social 
service that is not a supersession of the Gospel of 
regeneration, but which has its rightful place in sub- 
ordination to the supreme claims of the Ruler of the 





1The books mentioned by Professor Spangler may be 
obtained from The Sunday School Times Company, as fol- 
lows: “God’s Methods with Man,” by G. Campbell Morgan, 
$1.25; “Jesus Is Coming,” by W. E. B., large edition, paper, 
s0 cents; cloth, 75 cents; small edition, cloth, so cents; “‘Com- 
ing and Kingdom of Christ,” 35 cents; the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible in various bindings, $1.95 to $19. Add ten percent 
for postage. 
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universe and to the obligations of evangelism. Can 
one be indifferent to promises of such import? 

I have had what seems to some, a peculiar experi- 
ence. My philosophic conceptions were not resolved, 
all of them, by a special illumination. But they were 
gradually adjusted to my new convictions. In this I 
had to reckon with a psychology that. was nearly a 
revelation to me. For I had to tear some things up 
by their roots, and I experienced the hurt. This was 
interesting, but not at all times pleasant. It is not 
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pleasant for me to take my pet theories and subject 
them to a searching scrutiny, and then cast them aside 
because of the worthlessness which ‘the scrutiny -re- 
veals, However, I enjoy the exhilaration of the clari- 
fied atmosphere. And so I permit a ruthless logic to 
do its perfect work, notwithstanding the painful pro- 
cess. And but for this, old opinions would compromise 
one’s new and better conceptions. God’s Word must 
be the sign manual, the final authority. 
Dattas, TEx. 
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Glimpses of the marvelous scenery and quaint life of Middle Ewrope 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D 


Europe’s Playground 


President of Xenia Theol 


ce! Seminary, and 
*s Archeological Editor of The 


day S Times 














With this article Dr. Kyle concludes the series telling the story of his expedition to the site of ancient Kirjath- 


sepher. 


He has now returned to America and will shortly resume his Archeological Reviews that have been such 


a welcome feature of The Sunday School Times. 


article. It is frankly a travel letter of an arche- 
ologist on his way home from work, 

Palestine was in “the sear and yellow leaf” when 
we left. All the brightness of the verdure of early 
spring had been now succeeded by the yellow and 
bronze of harvest time, and the dura and sesame were 
only beginning to make the country green once more. 
After the dews of summer begin and the vines have 
fully grown and spread out their broad leaves, the 
landscape will be green again. But the land was 
bleak and bare and uninteresting as we sailed away. 

Then followed the coastwise journey by the Plain 
of Sharon, and Haifa, and the long coast-line to Bey- 
rout, and still onward by the rugged coast of Syria 
to Tripoli and Alexandretta. All was yellow and 
drear except where here and there a clump of trees 
broke the monotony of the rugged mountain side, The 
island of Cypress, too, along the eastern and most of 
the southern coast consists mainly of sand dunes and 
barren hills. Only in the western part near the shore 
does the island take on a more fertile appearance, with 
gardens and. fields, and™ an occasional house. Even 
the islands of the Greek archipelago, charming and 
romantic as they are, still-are almost wholly bare and 
bleak. There may be green beauty hidden away in the 
recesses in the mountains, but the coastland is about 
as bare of verdure as the Jersey beach. 

At last Italy, real Italy!: The green grass and trees 
on the shore and the marvelous marine life in the 
waters of the Adriatic, the flowering beauty of ‘land 
and sea, were most welcome. Oh, the greenness of 
the eastern shore and the beauty of countless giant 
Medusae in the blue water around the Trento as we 
came near the harbor of Trieste! All around us 
again was life, human life, and beautiful Italian villas 
snuggled in among the vines on the mountain side. 

All this made us realize how beautiful is the West- 
ern world ere it rains. After all that can be said 
for irrigation by the device of man, there is nothing 
for the beautifying of the world like God’s own water- 
ing. One beautiful green valley of Pennsylvania or 
Missouri is worth, for charm and delight to the soul, 
all the sandy stretches of Florida or the bleak gray 
level valleys of California or the picturesque high 
sagebrush plateaus of Arizona, even though the de- 
vice of man may give, here and there, a, watered 
stretch of fertile greenness. 

Venice is the city of gondolas, or as a wag pro- 
nounced it, “gone dollars”; it is surely both for the 
festive tourist. How they do love to relieve him of 
those dollars! 

The blessedness of visiting Venice is not found in 
her triumphs of architecture, or her still more mar- 
velous paintings and mosaics, but in the charming 
character which her canal streets give to the city. 
The best characterization of Venice I have ever seen 
was extracted from the conversation of an ignorant 
globe-trotter and his wife: “My dear, were we at 
Venice?” “Oh, yes, don’t you remember? That is 
where they had a freshet.” The freshet changes the 
whole aspect and influence of Venice. Just imagine a 
city in whose streets one may walk as slowly as he 
pleases, with never a fear of being run over by an 
automobile! It is a city with no honk of horns, no 
clanging of street carebells, no rattle of wheels, and no 
clatter of hoofs. There are no unpleasant sounds; one 
hears only the musical call of the gondoliers as they turn 
a corner, the songs and mandolins of the serenaders 
on the Grand. Canal, and the pealing of the chimes 
from the campanile and a hundred church towers. If 
ever I should be afflicted with nervous prostration, I 
should wish to come to Venice. 

We had planned to go into the Dolomites by bus, but 
the bus did not go, and we changed to the train. We 
were not long disappointed; whatever may be the beau- 
ties of the motor trip, the mountain panorama along 
the rail journey by the picturesque Piave was like a 
trip into a giant fairyland. I had eaten some cherries 
at Venice that made me sicker than I have been since 


[asic is to be nothing archeological in this 


some boyhood escapades in the big cherry tree at Sci- 
ence Hill schoolhouse. Yet I think I never enjoyed 
scenery more than that along the Piave. Mrs. K—— 
started off with “Oh’s,” but soon ran out, and became 
as silent as one may imagine we shall all be the first 
age or two in the glories of Heaven. 

In the description of Venice and the valley of the 
Piave I seem to have exhausted my words of imagery 
and beauty and now how shall I tell of this Garden 
of Eden in the heart of the Dolomites? The twinkling 
lights that encircle the tiny harbor of Nagasaki at 
night, Palestine in April glory, Karnak and the Nile 
by moonlight, the Thousand Islands and the rapids of 
the St, Lawrence on a gloriously bright day, the Vic- 
toria Botanical Garden at Singapore, the Royal Poin- 
ciana in full bloom at Colombo, the Golden Gate Park 
at San Francisco, and the Grand Canyon of Arizona; 
all these are familiar examples of the beauty of this 
old world, but the valley of the Boité at Cortina 
D’Ampezzo is the most beautiful spot in all the world. 
Never do I expect to see greater glories of God’s 
handiwork until I look upon the gloriés of Heaven. 
Do-not expect me to describe this; we can only de- 
scribe things by comparing them with other things; 
there is nothing with which to compare the vale of 
the Boité. 

Of all the merry-go-round motoring in the world 
I think the high Dolomite road from Cortina to Bol- 
zano is the most tortuous. Round and round and 
round it goes in seemingly endless circles. Only: oc- 
casionally -is- there. a straight stretch of road a. few 


-rods in length. The road comes out of a mountain - 


pass six or seven thousand feet above sea level where 
we could look down. on a village nestling in a valley 
three thousand feet below. Then begins the: descent 
of that precipice, and for an hour we twist and turn 


in hairpin curves down the precipice, now losing sight . 


of the village altogether for a long time and again 
coming out right above it, until at last we leave that 
labyrinth of curves and come into the village street. 

All around at the summit of the pass are snowbanks; 
in some places the motor track. is cut through snow 
fifteen feet deep; below is the timber line and tower- 
ing above are the great gray bare peeks up to nine or 
ten thousand feet. But when we reach the valley we 
are amid beauty of almost tropical richness. Along 
the slopes are the wondrous pines, straight as flagpoles 
or ship masts, so close together as to make twilight 
underneath, and yet the ground is carpeted with the 
cleanest, brightest green grass. Why is Ireland called 
the Emerald Isle? The brightest grass of Ireland is 
pale and insipid in comparison with the grass of the 
mountain slopes of the Dolomites. Three times be- 
tween Cortina and Bolzano we crossed the range and 
repeated this wondrous panorama of .beauty of moun- 
tain and slope and vale. In all this experience there 
was only one offense to the eye: “Only man is vile.” 
The slopes and the vales are everywhere dotted with 
chalets, with hotels, with palaces, and old castles. 
Many of these were utter ruins, and others showed 
walls pock-marked with bullet holes, the devastation 
of horrid war. While nearly all the houses that re- 
main have new roofs, yet there is not a pane of glass 
in some. Such is the insanity of war. 

The last pass is surmounied, the last spiral descent 
made, and we are at the bottom, and start down a lit- 
tle mountain stream here. The way grows narrower, 
the mountains seem higher and higher, and the shad- 
ows. close in upon us. The cliffs on either side are 
perpendicular until at last we find ourselves in one 
of the sublimest of mountain gorges rushing forward 
only to find a way out. “Bolzano four kilometers,” 
“Bolzano two kilometers,” and so on, until suddenly 
we break out into the sunlight and are im Bolzano. 
Such are the sudden surprises of this surprising moun- 
tain world. One instant one is in the bowels of the 
earth, the next instant, in a great and beautiful city. 

Round about us here in this wonderland is scenery 
of another kind—the scenery of tife. Do you not 
know what I mean? Life presents a landscape, a 
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very varied landscape. One from America may get 
a new and novel glimpse of the landscape of life here. 
The ideat of living here in this land of the Mid-Europa 
is to enjoy the experience; the ideal of America is to 
conceive of living as an opportunity to make money. 
Life here is an idyllic dream. Away up yonder on 
the mountain side is a green island in the midst of a 
darker green sea of evergreens. Here some little 
family lives and loves and labors, tills the soil in the 
most primitive way, cuts the grass with a-scythe, says 
its prayers at. a wayside shrine, and goes to public 
worship in the beautiful little church whose tall, slen- 
der spire lifts itself above every village. These folks 
are blessedly happy. Oh, I know what bustling Amer- 
icans would say of the stupidity of such a life, “No 
money to be made there.” — But they have a peaceful 
simplicity of life to which we of the hustling, bustling. 
world are strangers. Life may be enjoyment, acqui- 
sition, achievement. We of the new world may attain 
to some achievement; we certainly do set our hearts 


on acquisition; but these people on the mountain side 


have enjoyment, real enjoyment. - 

We have left behind us gay festive Italy, colorful 
Austria, the green and white beauty of Switzerland, 
and have come down to somber, commonplace, matter- 
of-fact Germany. and Holland. To those who do not 
love wine, nor dote upon the titles and old castles of 
nobility, the Rhine is disappointing. They may say it 
under their breath and -be sure not to let Father- 
land-loving Germans hear it, but in the depths of 
their hearts most Americans feel just so. And then 
they do not love us any more over. there, they love 
only our dollars, and how they do love them! Dearer 
to them is a dollar that is near than a brother afar 
off. The avenues of travel along which Americans go 
have boosted prices to-the American standard, the New 
York Central dining car standard, while they still pay 
one-fourth-to one-third of American wages. The un- 
fortunate traveler is the victim. , 

Altogether the one deep-lying lesson of the journey 
across Mid-Europa is that one should always go up 
the Rhine; going down the Rhine is not passing from 
“glory to glory,” but always -from glory to lesser 
glory. The comparison is depressing. Much of the 
blessedness of our hope of Heaven is that we look 
forward to it from this world. 


Sr. Louts. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. . 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am trying to work, my way out 
of a depth of despair and doubt. I shave recently lost the 
dearest mother in the world. We never had a shadow of 
misunderstanding. The two of us made our home together, 
sharing the same room. She endured years and years of 
having a drunkard for a husband, and had only five years 
of joy after he died. 

Dear Mother Ruth, I feel so forsaken I have thought 
of taking my life. I am absolutely alone in the world 
except for-a few friends. Mother was everything to me. 
Do you think she knows of me now? Could she watch 
over me? Has she knowledge of what gees on in my life? 
My mother was a devout Christian and just dropped dead. 
She was apparently well until she fell over, never to rise 
in this world again. Could you give me a few words of 
enlightenment and comfort? What can I do with the rest 
of my life? I have but very little money. I am in the 
late twenties. 


Y DEAR GIRE: My heart is swelling with 

sympathy for you in your loneliness. But I won- 
der if you have stopped-to consider God’s goodness 
to you in not only giving you such a mother, but in 
giving you such a peculiar fellowship with her, and 
blessing you with a companionship that was beautiful 
and rare. The remembrance of it all is never to be 
taken from you, and instead of its being full of pain 
as you think upon it, let the full glory of it rejoice 
your heart that God so blessed you in life above many, 
many children. 

If she could speak to you now, what would she say 
to you when you allow yourself to know “doubt and 
despair”? Would such knowledge give her pleasure, 
to think you would so allow yourself to forget her 
teaching and training? How she would carry you to 
the foot of the cross with your burden, and how she 
would point you to the. cross, for the “way of the cross 
leads home”! And “Home” is where she is, and more 
than that, where your Saviour as well as her Saviour 
dwells. . 

God knows -how to lead us aright, my dear, and you 
must begin to look up! Some work is waiting for you 
to do, and you must not linger in this slough of de- 
spond, for it will unfit you for your task. God per- 
mits this sorrow to come to you that you may be able 
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Lesson -for October 3 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 


to sympathize with others. You know “he was ac- 
quainted with grief,” and you remember too that “he 
was a man of sorrows,” and so understands all about 
your suffering. He would draw you nearer to himself, 
and would have you “cast your care upon him, for he 
careth. for you.” How he broods over you with his 
- Spirit as a Comforter!, Read John 14 until you can 
rejoice that:.she is waiting to receive you, when you 
are through down here. 

How the Devil is trying to ruin your life! You 
won't let him, will you? He would even keep you 
from seeing your mother and spending eternity with 
her! That is why he suggests such things to you. 
You won’t linger another moment in such thoughts, 
will you? For it would not have proved love to your 
sainted mother, but it would give a shame on her life 
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that.you. would not think of bringing, if you were not 
under the temptation that Satan has thrown over you. 
Draw close to your Refuge, and throw all doubts 
back to your adversary who is.trying to destroy you 
and your peace and power, and prove that Christ is a 
sufficient Saviour. Look up, dear child. God-is above 
the clouds, and is right beside your loved one, and they 
together are full of immeasurable love for you and will 
bring you through, for “the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against you’! You are his, and while he may 
be “hidden for a moment,” yet with great mercy will 
he gather you up to his heart. Rest in him, so shall 
your agony spend itself on his bosom. 

I wish you would take your concordance, and search 
the Scriptures proving to you the heavenlies. You 

(Concluded on page 546) 
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Seedtime and Harvest in Belgium 


Sowing the Word in face of opposition and insult 


By Edith F. Norton 














Although in many places the workers in the Belgian Gospel Mission find strong opposition, there is neverthe- 


less a real eagerness among the people for the Word of God. A worker in Liege has reported 


that in one week 


twelve great open-air services were attended by some 4,150 hearers, while 4,750 Gospels and tracts were distrib- 


uted and large numbers of the New Testament were sold. 


Another worker reports that people are often unwilli 


to wait until: the end of the meeting to get a New Testament, so, during the singing, a number of copies were sold. 


A book that will bri 
of Belgium,’’ by Philip 


you many vivid pictures of the remarkable work of the Mission is ‘‘A New Invasion 
- Howard (The Sunday School Times Company, $2, plus 15 cents postage). 


Gifts for the work may be sent to the Treasurer, Charles G. Trumbull, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


HIS is the summer season,—that blessed, busy 

time of seed sowing and of harvesting. It is 

the season of long hours of daylight, in which 
we travel to the distant corners of Belgium and return 
late at night to Brussels, full of joy in the companion- 
ship of our fellow laborers of the Mission. We pack 
ourselves tightly into a non-smoking, third-class com- 
partment of a railway carriage and settle down to an 
exchange of the day’s experiences. ‘Sometimes we 
sing some Gospel songs, if our voices are not too 
weary. 

The compartment is none too clean, but perhaps the 
light above us is not working, so the kindly shadows 
hide the dirt beneath. From beyond the thin parti- 
* tion, in the compartment next us, a man ‘is very skill- 
fully playing an accordion and, in the absence of a 
snare drum, an accommodating fellow traveler rattles 
‘out a drum ‘accompaniment against the boards just 
back of our heads. 
aids to the creating of.a cheerful atmosphere, and we 
are glad the poor Belgian workmen can thus forget 
for a time the poverty and hardship of their méager 
daily existence. They are so kindly and friendly, this 
people, if from our side there is courtesy and consid- 
eration. Z 

Nor do controversies concerning the debt settlements 
rage in our midst: .As one of our esteemed Belgian 
’ workers said‘to us the other day, when we had put 
to him some question concerning Belgium’s economic 
situation, “I am sorry, but I haven’t time to enter into 
that, or to study these things. You see my work in 
Flanders is becoming so absorbing and occupying that 
it demands. all my time and thought. MHaven’t we, 
right now,.a fine band of workers in Flanders? Isn’t 
the spirit wonderful?” And his face glowed and his 
voice vibrated with emotion. o 

But we find rather fine the patriotism of the Bel- 
gian people and their willingness to tax themselves 
to the limit in order to relieve the economic pressure. 
As this same Belgian said, when we Americans were 
groaning over the possibility of having to pay double 
income tax here in Belgium for 1925 (needless to say, 
we American citizens do not receive enough salary 
to be liable to income tax in America), “Wéll, we had 
better just pay it, although it hurts, rather than floun- 
der along indefinitely.” Apropos of this attitude of 
the Belgians, a quotation from the London Times may 
be illuminating to.some who read these words. A 

elgian Cabinet Minister is quoted as saying: “It is 
precisely the things in which France has failed that 
gives Belgium her strength today. We have a una- 
nimity of all parties. We have a single supreme finan- 
cial authority. The French crisis must throw the 
soundness of our position into stronger relief.” 

But to return to the musical propensities of the Bel- 
_ gian people. They are passionately devoted to music, 
—from the lofty art of their far-famed carillions of 
Malines and Antwerp and Bruges, to the music of the 
humble accordion bands that from time to time parade 
the streets. My husband admits a distinct weakness 
for the latter, and is not sure but that such a band 
would be an asset to the Mission. At all events, from 
Flanders come urgent appeals from some of our workers, 
who desire as an aid to their open-air meetings in 
market and fairs a clarinet, a cornet, an alto horn, 
and an accordion. 

One of our Gospel motor cars has been on the road 
for some weeks, and the Unafon attached has been 
of great value in drawing a crowd. We hope within 
a few weeks to have the second of these Gospel cars 
completed, and to begin with it a campaign in Flanders, 


But it doesn’t annoy us,—it all 





As Sunday School Times readers doubtless recall, 
we have had for some years two Gospel tents for 
summer evangelizing. No doubt they would find in- 
teresting a visit we paid last week to the Flemish tent 
stationed at the ancient town of Lokeren, a town 
steeped in fanaticism and darkness. It had been rain- 
ing heavily, so as the hour for the evening meeting 
approached we wondered whether there would be any 
audience, especially as the tent was placed some dis- 
tance from the center of the town, and the whole day 
had been one of festivity. It was the National Fete 
Day (July 21). We had discovered also that the 
ground upon which the tent stood was too low, and 
the student workers, with others aiding, had to carry 
out sixty or seventy pails of water from pools formed 
within the tent. As we entered, at the hour appointed, 
the ground beneath us was like a sponge. Lights also 
were lacking, as the storm had interfered with the 
city’s lighting system. oath 

ut in the semi-darkness we could see that the tent 
was almost filled, ‘with others still entering, and we 
praised God for his goodness and faithfulness in thus 
answering prayer for this opening meeting of the 
campaign, As it was a holiday, many friends of the 
Mission had come from other centers. One sturdy 
girl of the peasant type, when asked when she would 
reach home that night, told us cheerfully that it would 
be around two o’clock in the morning, for there was 
no train leaving Lokeren until after ten, then there 
would be changes at Antwerp and Hoboken and an 
hour to walk after that! 

We can scarcely write of our encouragements these 
days, which are truly manifold, without constantly 
stressing the increase of persecution. Let the follow- 
ing recital of what happened at Walcourt on the day 
of the féte of Our Lady of Walcourt serve as an illus- 
tration. May those who read be stirred to pray as 
never before for this deluded people, and for the wit- 
ness of the Belgian Gospel Mission. I quote from one 
of our workers who was present throughout the day. 

First of all, a word of explanation. Who is’ Our 
Lady of Walcdurt? The origin of the legend sur- 
rounding the Virgin of Walcourt traces back to the 
thirteenth century. “Then,” says the legend, “a fire 
having broken out in the church of this ancient Sam- 
brian town, angels came, preceded by a dove, to carry 
out the statue of the Virgin from the burning church, 
and deposited her in a tree, at some distance from 
there.” From thence she was later reinstalled in the 
church and the annual pilgrimage to her shrine began. 
Especially those in need of healing come. Special 
trains are run from all the surrounding country; the 
military are there in force to add impressiveness to 
the scene,—in fact, it is Walcourt’s great day, and 
incidentally a great money-getter for the church. 

How bold was our little company to invade such 
precincts when religious fanaticism was at its height! 
What occurred? The worker relates: “After an 
hour of prayer we divided our forces into two groups. 
The first group was fairly successful, being able for 
two consecutive hours to preach, sing, and distribute 
Gospel literature. Our second group, however, was 
not long left in peace. We were menaced by near-by 
shopkeepers and at last a police officer. definitely com- 
pelled us to move off. However, at last we were per- 
mitted to recommence at another spot less public. We 
had only finished our first song there when we per- 
ceived in the group surrounding us a priest who had 
already been the means of our being expelled from 
another village called Gerpinne. We commenced by 
testimonies, but were soon stopped by this priest who 
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was accompanied by an escort and demanded that we 
permit him to speak. It was hopeless to seek to re- 
fuse him and he soon succeeded in enraging the crowd 
against us, saying we were disciples of Luther, heretics, 
strangers, and so on. Despite the fact that imme- 
diately afterward four Belgian workers replied to him, 
refuting completely all he had said against us, he -had 
so aroused the fanatical passions of the crowd that we 
were compelled to retreat, followed by a howling mob 
who screamed every sort of insult against us, even 
after we were in the train, about to leave the town. 
We left saddened, yet rejoicing that we were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His Name.” 

We cannot but be filled with praise when we hear 
that in this region there have recently been sold by 
one colporteur within three weeks something like 316 
New Testaments and Bibles, and that in another town 
in this same fanatical district a crowd of 400 gathered 
around our Gospel car, listening attentively and quietly, 
and that here 100 New Testaments were sold. 

In a town in this same province of Luxembourg 
the Gospel car was one day passing slowly through the 
street, the Unafon playing, and Gospel texts being 
displayed. A well-dressed, smart-appearing young man 
raced after us on his bicycle. The question he put to 
us was an extraordinary one, and about took our 
breath away. “How may I become an evangelist?” 
Perhaps he meant to ask us how he could become an 
“evangelical Christian,” not wanting to use the word 
Protestant, which is a term of opprobrium over here. 
After the meeting a long interview took place. He 
told us how he had become so scandalized by many 
things in his church that he was on the verge of be- 
coming an infidel. After the interview there was 
prayer with him, in which he opened his heart to 
God, thanking him for his marvelous love, imploring 
his pardon and the strength to live according to his 
divine will. 

So side by side march blessing and persecution, divine 
favor and human contempt, but the joy of seeing one 
such soul seeking and finding the Saviour makes us 
forget howling mobs, taunts and insults, and completely 
outweighs the little we suffer for His Name’s sake. 


Brusséts, Bercrum. 


Providing a Week Day Class for Mothers 


When they cannot attend the Sunday-school session 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


HERE are many arguments in favor of a week- 

day Bible class for Cradle Roll mothers. First, 
there is the great need for the. inspiration and help 
such a class could give to mothers of young children. 
Then there are mothers who find it quite impossible 
to get several children and a husband ready and off 
to Sunday-school and at the same time dress them- 
selves and babies and go, especially with a house to 
straighten up, and Sunday dinner looming just ahead. 
Then there are the mothers whose babies insist on a 
mid-morning nap, or who must have a warm feeding 
at ten thirty. Baby’s health habits must not be in- 
terfered with, yet these are the very mothers who need 
a class. There are other mothers who have an aged 
or invalided member of the household who must have 
some one to stay with them. Usually this is “up to 
mother.” 

One Colorado superintendent reasoned that not all 
these excuses need apply to an afternoon class held 
during the week. Older children are at school, hus- 
band is ‘Away at work, baby can be taken care of even 
to nap and feeding at the church when there is no big 
crowd about to interfere, If there is a shut-in, it is 
generally possible to find those who will drop in for 
an hour or so in the afternoon if they do not have 
to miss their own Sunday-school and church hour. 

‘So this superintendent arranged for a week-day class 
to which six mothers came the first week. The idea 
spread and soon she had fifteen as an average attend- 
ance with an enrollment of twenty mothers. She found 
that the teacher of one of the Sunday women’s classes 
was willing to teach this Friday afternoon class since 
she had the lesson already prepared, and was willing 
to make the additional preparation necessary to make 
it a really helpful class for mothers. They had wor- 
ship, forty minutes for the Bible lesson, and a closing 
service; then spent as much time as the mothers could 
spend away from home discussing problems pertinent 
to mothers of young children. 5 

In the meantime the superintendent herself took 
care of the babies, leaving the mothers wholly free 
from responsibility for the lesson. One of the teachers 
from the Beginneg#Department came and took charge 
of the children old enough to have a little lesson, 
lesson plays, songs, and so on. 

The two classes thus organized reported the follow- 
ing Sunday attendance, offering, and so on, the same 
as any regular class in the school. Supplies were fur- 
nished by the school. In every way excepting the 
hour of meeting they were a part of the main school. 

No mother was encouraged to attend these classes 
who could come on Sunday as well. It was thought 
best not to encourage anyone in not going to church 
on Sunday who could do so. 


Bovutper, Cot. 
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LESSON 1. OCTOBER 3. ISRAEL JOURNEYING TOWARD CANAAN 


International Uniform Lesson.— Numbers 10: 11-36 
Golden Text.—Come thou with us, and we will do thee good.— Num. 10: 29 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
Jesus still lead on, 
Till our rest be won; 
And although the way be cheerless, 
We will follow calm and fearless, 
Guide us by thy hand 
To our fatherland, 
If the way be drear, 
lf the foe be near, 
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us, 
Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many a foe, 
To our home we go. 
—J. Borthwick. 


Wherever He may guide me, 
No want shall turn me back; 
My Shepherd is beside me, 
And nothing can I lack. 
His wisdom ever waketh, 
His sight is never dim; 
He knows the way He taketh, 
And I will walk with Him. 
—A. L. Waring. 


The Historical Setting 
HE people had been encamped at Sinai eleven 
months (cf, Exod. 19:1). It was nearly four- 
teen months since they had left Egypt. The sec- 
ond Passover had just been observed. The people 
were summoned to a trek which would have brought 
them into Palestine within a fortnight. 
The Expository Meaning 

Verse 12.—According to their journeyings, literally, 
according to their breakings up. That is to say, the 
march was an orderly one. Tribe after tribe, division 
after division, broke up their encampment and set for- 
ward in the order which had already been prescribed 
(chap. 2:9, 16, 24, 31) and which is described in 
verses 14 to 28. he cloud rested in the desert of 
Paran. These words form a kind of summary or 
heading to the whole section of the Book which fol- 
lows. The children of Israel did not arrive there as 
a matter of fact until after they had left Hazeroth 
(12:16). The desert of Sinai is spoken of as the 
starting place of the whole desert march. And with 
this is contrasted the desert of Paran which was in- 
tended by God to be the terminus. The desert of 
Paran is in the neighborhood of Kadesh (13:2). The 
wilderness is a large desert plateau which is bounded 
on the east by the Arabah, a deep valley running from 
the south of the Dead Sea to the Glanitic Gulf. On 
the west Paran reaches to the desert of Shur which 
divides Egypt from Philistia. On the south it stretches 
to the Jebel-et-Tih, the northernmost spur of the 
Horeb range. And on the north Paran is bounded 
by the Amorite mountains which form the bulwark 
of Canaan itself. This desert plateau is 150 miles long 
from south to north and nearly as-wide from east to 
west. A great wadi, the Wadi el Arish, bisects the 
desert from south to north. On the west the land 
gradually falls into the flat sandy waste _of Shur 
which extends to the Mediterranean. To the east of 
the Wadi el Arish the country is more mountainous 
and rocky. A modern traveler thus describes the 
view southward from the Amorite highlands: “A 
gigantic mountain towered above us in savage grandeur 
with masses of naked rock resembling the bastions of 
some Cyclopean architecture . . . with its rugged, 
broken, and dazzling masses of chalk which reflected 
the burning rays of the sun, it looked like an unap- 
proachable furnace, a most fearful desert, without 
the slightest trace of vegetation.” 

Verse 14.—In the first place. The orderliness of 
the arrangements is to emphasized. The tribes 
were encamped round about the tabernacle as detailed 
in chapter 2. 


They were grouped in four divisions as follows: 


East South West North 
Judah Reuben Ephraim Dan 
Issachar Simeon Manasseh Asher 
Zebulun Gad Benjamin Naphtali 


Total 186,400 Total. 151,450 Total 108,100 Total 157,600 


This gives a total fighting strength of 603,550. As 
a modern army division consists of approximately 
20,000 men we may say that on an average each of 
the tribes could put the equivalent in numbers of a 
couple of divisions into battle. At the census taken 
thirty-eight years later toward the end of the wan- 
derings, the numbers had. fallen to 601,730. Either 
of these totals would indicate that the whole number 
of the people would be ‘about two million. This large 
number has frequently excited criticism. Some stu- 
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Pri Topic: A Journey of 2. 
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J Lesson: Lineeine Wabere 10: 11-13, 29°36. 

Memory Verse: Numbers 10: 29, 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 11-13, 29-36 


11 And it came to pass in the second year, in the second 
month, on the twentieth day of the month, that the cloud 


29 And Moses said unto the son of Reuel the 
Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, We are journeying unto 
the place of which Jehovah said, I will give it you: come 
thou with us, and we will do thee good; for Jehovah 
spoken good concerning Israel. 3@ And he said unto him, 
I will not go; but I will depart te mine own land, and toe 
my kindred. 31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; 
forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in the 
wilderness, and thou shalt be to us instead of eyes. 32 And 
it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall that wi 
good soever Jehovah shall do unto us, the same will we 
unto thee.- 

33 And they set forward from the mount of Jehovah three 
days’ journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah 
went before them three days’ journey, to seek out a rest- 
img-place for them. 34 And the cloud of Jehovah was over 
them -by re when they set forward from the camp. 


E 


scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee. 
36 And when it rested, he said, Return, O Jehovah, unto 
the ten thousands of the thousands of Israel. 


American Revision ‘copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








dents have supposed that the number. have been fal- 
sified either by the accident of copyists’ mistakes or 
by the design of later scribes who wished to enhance 
the importance of their people. Others have roundly 
declared the whole narrative to be non-historical. This 
summary of-the many objections may be -useful. 

1. The Sinaitic Peninsula could never have sup- 
ported such a erm po tion. But probably the 
Peninsula was much more fertile in ancient times than 
it is today. Moreover, these objections lose sight of 
the fact that the Israelites are expressly stated to have 
lived on the manna. 


2. Such numbers ought easily to have conquered 
Canaan, whereas the Books wd Joshua, Judges, and 
Samuel show that this. was only accomplished with 
much difficulty. But the Canaanitish tribes were also, 
probably, very numerous and_not inferior in couragé 
to the Israelites. Further, they had the advantage of 
the possession of all the fortified towns. The Levites, 
according to their own four divisions, occupied the cen- 
ter of the encampment. On the east were the families 
of Moses, Aaron, and the priests, on the south the 
Kohathites, on the west the Gershonites, and on the 
north the Merarites. Thus in camp the Judah division 
and the priestly families were in front of the entrance 
to the tabernacle, while the family of Gershon and the 
Ephraim division were immediately behind it. The 
four divisions of the tribes with the four families of 
the Levites made five divisions of the whole nation. 
But on the march the Levites were divided into two 
sections making a sixfold arrangement in all. The 
order of the march was as follows: Judah, Levi 
(Gershon, Merari), Reuben, Levi (Kohath), Ephraim, 
Dan. Six in Scripture is especially the number asso- 
ciated with man. ere we have four divisions setting 
forth the totality of the world of men with two which 
is sometimes given in reference to the twofold testi- 
mony of God. Here on the march God's self-revelation 
was in two parts: First of all, the sons of Gershon 
and Merari who convzyed the outer form and structure 
which the tabernacle received, later the sons of 
Kohath, conveying the. sanctuary and its furniture. 
One cannot fail-to notice the correspondence between 
this and the two Testaments into_which the Word of 
God is divided. 

Verse 21.—Set up the tabernacle against their coming. 
One of the great lessons which the Israelites needed 
to learn was that of reverence. Superstition there 
was in plenty, as the history throughout shows. But 
of reverence there was far too little. Accordingly, 
even on the march, God would guard them against the 
profanation of holy things. The tent and the curtains 
and the boards were all to arrive at each. camping 
ground first and to be set up before the sanctuary and 
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its furniture reached the spot. By this means the 
sacred vessels and, normally also, the ark of the cove- 
nant could be placed within the tabernaclé. immediately 
on arrjval and not be left about exposed to the curiosity 
of the vulgar. This arrangement was. facilitated by 
the interposition of the division of Reuben between the 
two sections of the Levites. 
I have stated that normally the ark of the covenant 


_ was also carried between the divisions of Reuben and 


Ephraim. But on the occasion of the first departure 
from Sinai an alteration was made in the regular or- 
der. Perhaps only on this occasion the ark went on 
ahead of the whole: people (v. 33) and the cloudy 
pillar which was over the people was specially asso- 
ciated with the ark. It was thus made quite clear that 
it was not one God whose presence was within the 
shrine of the tabernacle and another who led them 
on the march, but that the same Lord whose presence 
was typified by the blood-stained mercy seat was also 
their Leader and Guide. 

Destructive critics assert that there are here two 
narratives clumsily conjoined; that J E in verse 33 
tells that the ark went ahead, while P in verse 21 
asserts that it was borne by the Levites in the midst 
of the long procession of tribes. On this alleged 
difficulty it is perhaps enough to say that the editor 
who pieced together two such contrary statements 
within the course of a few sentences must have been: 
more than usually obtuse. Placing the two statements 
side by side and allowing to each of them its full value 
we are quite justified’ in saying that verse 33 repre- 
sents a special and probably unique provision which 
was in force for three days only, while verse 21 gives 
us the ordinary rule. 

Verse 29.—Hobab. Destructive critics have asserted 
that there is here another difference between the E and 
J narratives. E, it is claimed, uses the name Jethro 
and J the name Hobab. It appears, however, that 

ethro or Reuel was the name of the father, while 

obab was the name of the son, Moses’ brother-in- 
law. With the two names Jethro and Reuel we may 
compare the use of Jacob and Israel. The Hebrew 
word translated “father-in-law” is indeterminate and 
may refer to any relation by marriage. A further 
comparison of all the available evidence makes it clear 
that the assertion of the destructive critics is without 
any real warrant, ~ 

Verse 33.—Three days’ journey. A destructive critic 
remarks that thus the ark would have been quite use- 
less as a guide. But what need is there for such an 
interpretation? The Israelites made a three days’ 
journey and during that three days the ark was going 
before them (literally before their faces). Verse 13 
particularly states that they first took their journey 
according to the commandment of Jehovah. Thus 
veneer 13 and 33 are complementary the one to the 
other, 


Verses 35, 36.—These verses are liturgical. They 
are simple prayers which Moses taught to the people. 


NoTE ON THE STANDARDS ‘OF THE TRIBES 

According to Rabinical tradition the standards of 
the tribes were as follows: 

1. Judah, a lion. In accordance with Genesis 49:9. 

2. Reuben, a man’s head. Reuben was the oldest 
of the sons of Jacob. yf 

3. Ephraim, an ox. It was through Pharaoh’s dream 
about oxén that their ancestor, Joseph, was enabled to 
give the information which resulted in the deliverance 
of his people from the famine. 

4. Dan, an eagle. This was chosen by the leader in 
place of a serpent because Jacob had compared Dan 
to a serpent (Gen. 49:17). “Ahiezer substituted the 
eagle, the destroyer of serpents, as he shrank from 
carrying an adder. m his flag.” ee 

This tradition which may well be trustworthy thus 
identifies the standards with the cherubic forms in 
Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 4. : a 


CoNTENTS AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE 
‘Book or NuMBERS 
I. Departure from Sinai (chaps. 1-10). 
1. Number and grouping of the’ tribes. 
(1) Appointment of the Levites. 
2. Laws relating to cleanliness, restitution, fidelity, 
Nazarites. 
(1) Priestly blessing. 
3. Closing events at Sinai. 
(1) Offerings of the princes. 
(2) Consecration of the Levites. 
(3) Passover. 
4. Signals for the desert march. 


II. Through the Desert (10:11 to chap. ar). 











Lesson for October 3 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 


1. Sinai to Kadesh. 
@. Judgment period. _ 
(1) Laws as to sacrifice after entering Canaan. 
(2) Blasphemies. 
(3) Clothes. 
(4) Korah. 
(5) Aaronic priesthood. 
(6) Defilement through the dead. 


3. Kadesh to Pisgah. 


ITI, In the Steppes of Moab. 
1. Balaam, 
2. Remumbering of the people. 
3. Appointment of Joshua. 
4. Sacrifices and vows. 
5. Defeat of Midian. 
(1) Division of the land east of the Jordan. 
6. Directions as to consecration and division of Ca- 
naan itself. ; 
(1). Levitical cities. 
™ (2) Marriage of heiresses. 


The Homiletical Form 

1. The Chief (vs. 11, 35, 36). 

2. The Trek (vs. 12-27), 

3. The Scout (vs. 29-32). 

The Topical Values 

1. Dependence upon God is not intended to be a sub- 
stitute for ordinary prudence. The pillar of cloud did 
not obviate the necessity for the trained scouting of 
the Bedouin. 

2. Christian friendship. “Come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good” (v. 29). Though we are not 
told here anything as to Hobab’s final acceptance of 
the invitation, yet it is clear that he did go with his 
brother-in-law, for later on Hobab’s sons were asso- 
ciated with the sons of Judah (Judg. 1:16). The 
test of friendship is the good it does for the friends 
mutually. 

3. The orderliness of all God’s work.-—-Everything 
that God does is according to law. We see the reign 
of law in nature, in history, in human society, and in 
grace itself. So the Christian life should be a regu- 
lated one. 

4. The divine guidance and protection. Life under 
the control of God is life made efficient and useful 
because care free. 

The Practical Aim 

1. How may we know the will of God for our own 
fives? By obedience to his leadership. 

2. Thoughtfulness and prudence in carrying out that 
will in daily work and experience. Faith is no ex- 
cuse for carelessness or presumption. 

TunsRInGE WELLS, ENG. 


” 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for thgir variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Timés staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
‘tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW long had the people been at Sinai? 
2. Was it lost time to wait at Sinai? Why? (Per- 
sonal.) x 

3. What great events had taken place there? 

4. How long had it been since the rearing of the taber- 
nacle before this first march from Mt. Sinai began? 

s. What other chapter in Numbers explains the line of 
march described in Numbers 10? 

6. Give the “order of the line of march” of Israel in the 
wilderness. 

7. What headed or led each of these four “camps”? 

8 What cause have we for thinking that “Moses really 
wanted Hobab, under God, to guide them through the wil- 
dérness? i 


9. How. do we know that Moses was not actually depend- 
ent upon Hobab’s eyes to guide Israci? 


- “yo, What is the difference between the two arguments to 
Hobab and what is the-similarity? 


11. Who was Zipporah? 
_ 12. State all you know about her family. 

13. Who was Kohath? 

14. What verse in Hebrews shows the transient character 
of life? 

1s. Cite New Testament Scripture that warns against 
allowing pleasures along the way to obscure the goal. 

16. What special promise have we in the Old Testament 
for absolutely accurate guidance? 

17. What promise warrants our setting forth without 
fear of being overwhelmed by any circumstance? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given.on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


In That Day.—Come thou with us, and we will do 
thee good; for Jehovah hath spoken good concerning 
Israel (v. 29). This is an invitation well known to 
every Sunday-school worker. We use it in pressing 
an invitation to come and join up. Does anyone any- 
where know anybody who got anything but good by 
pane up and coming along with the “chosen people” ? 

“he fact of the matter is, up in-my Rock Run mis- 
sion when I can get a family to tie up and come along 
with us, “good” at once begins to pour into that fam- 
ily. Indeed, all my success up there turns out to be 
my undoing. Old Mr. Prosperity loads up the family 
into his apple cart and away they go, the whole big 
bunch of them (for families grow in bunches in Rock 
Run) for the new. home down in Coatesville. Last 
Sunday the attendance at Rock Run was no greater 
than it was years ago when I first went there. Qual- 
ity, however, still swings high. Last Sunday when 
John Troy, the singing evangelist from Serbia, asked 
how.many would accept Christ, twelve stood up. They 
came with us and found the highest good. Test out 
the community where you live and see which sort of 
citizens is getting the most go@d out of life, Go over in 
your mind the concerns with which you do business 
and set down those you would rather deal with both 
as buyers and sellers. Well, I guess so! The “heathen” 
will not put his money in a bank whose management 
is made up of his own sort. If the church folks of the 
town where you live would move away and there would 
be no one left but those who oppose the church and 
“have no use for it,” how long would these godless 
citizens stay in old Squeedunk if they could possibly 


.get away? You would soon see every one of them on 


their way to— well, say Coatesville!—even though 
they must live in tents when they arrive. Something 
like this is going to happen some day, the Book says 
(1 Thess. 4: 16, 17). 


The Best Appeal.—We are to encamp in the wil- 
derness, and thou shalt be to us instead of eyes (v. 
31). Hobab would not go to get, so he is asked to go 
to give. That seems to have fetched him. Nothing 
could speak more convincingly of the sort of fine fel- 
low Moses had in hand. Indeed Moses seems to have 
married into a mighty good family. Undoubtedly God 
had a hand in it,—the kind of wedding said to be 
“made in heaven.” The real man is not asking un- 
earned favors. In the afternoons I teach a class of 
“boys” who have now grown to be young men, The 
other day when we had a Solomon lesson, I said to 
them, “If God should give you a chance to ask for 
what you wanted, what would you ask for?” The 
first young fellow answered immediately, “A good 
steady job.” The mills are running only Rity percent, 
and much time and income are being lost. Here is 
that splendid fellow, the self-respecting American 
working man for you. The sort you find in Sunday- 
schools. All the boy wanted was a chance to work. 
A place to sell the only thing the fellow had to sell, 
his services and what skill he had acquired in making 
steel. Hobab would have made the same answer. How 
many men and women have you in your Sunday- 
schoot who, if they had the choice, would ask for a 
bungalow on Easy Street instead of a good job with 
which to earn the bungalow? (Gen. 13:11.) Some 
years ago I was trying to get a man I was interested 
in to come to some special meetings. He side-stepped 
in the familiar way known to all of us. I went 
later and said, “Old man, come around and help us 
with the singing.” He was some singer and he came. 
My brother has a fine orchestra in our Sunday-school, 
of which he is the superintendent. He gets a man to 
come and bring his instrument —and they eventually 
fiddle and toot themselves into the kingdom. His cor- 
net and trumpet player joined church last Easter and 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessens for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 
1, October 3—Israel. Journeying Toward Canaan 
Numbers 16 : 11-36. 
2, October 10.—The Reports of the Spies 
Numbers 13:1 to 14: 
3. October 17.—Moses papewa in His Death : tide. 
uteronom 2 45-523 : 5-8 
4- October 24.—Joshua, Israel’s New beater. pdeotes, . 
Numbers 27 : 18-20; Joshua 1 : 1-9 
s. October 31.—The Evils of Strong Drink. (World’s 
Temperance Sunday)...............006 Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
6. November 7.—The Fall of Jericho -.:..... Joshua 6 : 12-20 
7- November 14.—Caleb’s Faithfulness Rewarded 
Joshua 14 : 6-13 
8 November 21.—Joshua Renewing the Covenant 
Joshua 24 : 14-25 
9. November 28.—Gideon and the Three Hundred 
Judges 7 : 1-25 
10. December 5.—Ruth and Naomi...........5.. Book of Ruth 
11, December 12.—The Boy Samuel ......... x Samuel 1 to g 


12, December 19.—Samuel the Just Judge...... 1 Samuel 7, 12 
Or, Christmas Lesson: The Saviour’s Birth, Luke 2 : 8-20 


13. Review: December 26.—Moses to Samuel 
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brought a younger brother with him; Moses got his 
brother-in-law because they were treki through a 
country fulf of “Indians” and he wanted a Daniel Boone 
who knew signs and Arabs. God would guide, but 
common sense must conserve. God gives you care, 
but he has also given you brains, 


How to Succeed.—And the cloud of Jehovah was 
over them (v. 34). Up there, the cloud of the Pres- 
ence always, whether you can see it with the natural 
eye or not. Down here “Moses” to use the trained 
brains God has given and “Hobab” to use the trained 
eyes the world has sharpened. God has prosperity for 
every fellow, but Mr. Every Fellow has to grub for 
it and use his wits and manners to bring it. God did 
not uncork the oil wells of the Near East and send 
down Tin Lizzies and Twin Sixes and Moving Vans 
to run the chosen people into the land of Canaan. He 
then—as he does now—just spread himself over 
them and they must plug along day after day making 
character as they make their way. It took four dec- 
ades of desert training to make this company of slaves 
even passably fit for a land of milk and honey. My 
favorite reading is the career of a “get there’ man. 
I have not yet struck one who was not a day-and- 
night man. T haw not found one whose program was 
eight hours for work, eight hours for sleep, and eight 
hours for play. I never expect to find one. God's 
cloud in almost every case has hung over my hero, 
but oh, how he did work and study and think and 
hustle! We all know those who burn no midnight 
oil, but who knows one such who is climbing high or 
likely to climb high? Such a fellow is usually plugged 
just where he is. Go inté a jewelry store and pick a 
salesman and ask him about PX. All he seems to 
know is the price mark. Of the sigificance of the 
various gems he usually knows nothing and cannot 
name you a good book on the subject. It is the same 
with Oriental rugs. Oh, yes, the boss knows — that’s 
why he’s the boss—but the salesman? Well, try it 
out somesday. When Mr. Charles Schwab was a tyro 
in the steel business he set up a laboratory in the cel- 
lar and burned the midnight oil going after the inside 
information on steel. That is why he became Mr. 
Carnegie’s right hand man. Yes, the Cloud is over- 
head, but you must get busy underneath (Psa. 121: 
3. 4; 2 Cor. 6:1). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


‘ 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principce oF Comparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect signifi- 
cant likenesses and differences. 











ET the class institute a comparison between Israel 

on the march to Sinai and Israel on the march 
from Sinai. What had they received before they left 
Sinai which they did not have when they arrived? Is 
it true that they carried with them among the things 
they had not had before the law, the tabernacle, and a 
consecrated priesthood? Would this tend to make 
them a different people? They had overflowed in 
generosity in the gifts for the tabernacle. Prior to 
this God had lavished his gifts upon them. Would 
we have any reason to think that they might on this 
ccount also leave Sinai different in attitude from when 
they came? It is possible also to contrast Israel rest- 
ing at Sinai and Israel on the march toward Canaan, 
iearning the lesson meantime that the hours of prep- 
aration or of marking time are not wasted hours, or 
days, or years, if God appoints them. | : 

here are minor comparisons that go into the details 
of the lesson suggesting truths that are not unim- 
portant. Moses and Hobab are in marked contrast 
here, as are also the two arguments which Moses used 
to induce Hobab to accompany God’s people. In his 
second argument, though he forecasts that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive, he does not omit the 
promise to share whatever of goodness God gives 
to Israel, so that throughout Moses is calling 
his relative to accept the goodness of God, which 
unfortunately Hobab seems unwilling to do. An- 
other very suggestive and beautiful comparison may 
be between the two prayers of Moses when the 
ark set forward and when it rested. It will be inter- 
esting. to discover how thoroughly the teacher may 
lead the class to exhaust the facts and teachings of 
the lesson by the use of this principle. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
. d 


Mr. Trumbull’s “What is the Gospel?” gwes the 
essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man 
in the street” and every one else. It gives God’s Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,” “How Men Are Saved,” 
“What is Salvation,” “The Blessed Hope,” “The Vic- 
torious Life’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cents; postage, 
5 cents; paper, 50 cents; postage, 5 cents). 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might ocher wile. be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson t indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Golden "Tent ave cpostally deemed, theta 
ext are si £ 
are also nected: 


some on the Golden Tex 


Pilgrims.—We are journeying (v. 29). 
A father with his little son is journeying 
overland to California, and when at night 
he pitches his tent in some pleasant val- 
ley, the child is charmed with the spot, 
and begs his father to rear a house and 
remain there; and he begins to make a lit- 
tle fence about the tent, and digs up the 
wild flowers, and plants them within the 
inclosure. But the father says, “No, my 
son, Our home is far distant. Let these 
things go; for tomorrow we must de- 
part.” Now, God is taking us, his chil- 
dren, as pilgrims, and strangers home- 
ward; but we desire to build here, and 
must be often overthrown before we can 
learn to seek “a city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God.” 
—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Surrey, Eng. 


What Would It Mean?—Come thou 
with us, and we will do thee good (Golden 
Text). One of the duties of certain Ro- 
man soldiers in the first century was to 
guard as prisoner the apostle Paul. We 
read that when Paul was brought to 
Rome, he “was suffered to dwell by him- 
self with a soldier that kept him” (Acts 
28:16). We know that it was the custom 
for such a soldier-guard to be fastened 
by a chain to his prisoner. “The guard 
would from time to time be relieved, and 
so the apostle’s bonds, and the story of 
his sufferings, and what had brought them 
on him, would be known throughout the 
whole Praetorian camp from which the 
soldiers came.” Max I. Reich said at a 
recent Victorious Life Conference; “The 
soldier that was chained to Paul — think 
of his privilege! « Think of living with 
that. radiant, joyous life!” Yes, it seems 
almost certain that some, perhaps all, of 
the soldiers who were thus chained to 
Paul must have become chained forever 
to Paul’s Christ. But the thought.comes 
to one, what would it mean to be chained 
to me? Suppose some one were forced 
to be manacled to me, in my daily life 
in home, or school, or office, or shop, or 
kitchen — would it become one of the 
most wonderful, radiant privileges that 
this one could ever know?—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. Prize 
illustration, 


Telling the World.—Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good (Golden 
Text). A woman entered a_ butcher’s 
shop. She was the only customer. The 
salesman moved about whistling a hymn 
tune. ‘Said the woman, “That’s a hymn 
you are whistling—maybe you are a 
Christian— who knows?” “I'll. tell the 
world,” was the salesman’s prompt reply. 
The slang phrase brings to memory a 
verse of an old hymn: 


We'll tell the world as we journey along, 
We're homeward bound; 

Try to persuade tem to enter our throng, — 
We're homeward bound. 

Come, trembling sinner, forlorn and op- 

pressed; 4 

Join in our number, O come and be blest, 

Journey with us to the mansions of rest, 
We’re homeward bound. 


—Sent by Kate McNeill, Nelson, B. C., 


Can. 


The Religions of the World.-—Come 
thou with us, and we will do thee good 
(Golden Text). 


Confucianism says—Jump there. 

Buddhism says — Stand there. 

Mohammedanism says — Kneel there. 

Hinduism says— Go there. 

Modernism says — Dance there. 

Christianity says—Come here. The 
glorious invitation of the Gospel. 
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—Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Wo- 
rir, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


In the Garden.—And he said unto him, 
I will not go; but I will depart to mine 
own land, and to my kindred (v. 30). It 
is very easy to become so absorbed in the 
secondary things of life that we fail to 
see the spiritual in and through it all. 
That was a tragic thing which I read 
some time ago concerning one of our own 
great naturalists: “He loved the garden, 
but he never met the Gardener.” It is 
ssibie to spend so much time in seeing 
ow things are put together in the world 
that we never ask who put them together. 
—Sent by William E. Griffin, Atlantic 
City, N. J. : 


Our Sumatanga.—A resting-place for 
them (v. 33). In some parts of India 
there are provided along the road rest- 
ing places for those who carry heavy 
loads on their heads. Such a resting place 
is called “a Sumatanga.” These rests have 
a shelf where the traveler can easily drop 
his burden. Beneath is a shady recessed 
seat where he can quietly rest. Referring 
to one of these resting places a native 
Christian -woman said, “Christ is my 
Sumatanga.” Is he your rest? Rest here, 
my friend, and be thankful_—From the 
Expositor. Sent by W. Haslam, Black- 
burn, Lancashire, Eng. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


AST week we reviewed Exodus, and 

our lesson for this week is taken from 
Numbers. Between Exodus and Num- 
bers is Leviticus, a book that does. not 
add much to the story thread of our les- 
sons, but it is a beautiful book, telling 
how the ple should worship God, and 
treat each other in the home to which 
God was leading them. 

The people had been at Sinai nearly 
a year. The law was given, the taber- 
nacle built, and the second Passover kept 
while they were there. Now God was 
ready for them to go right home. As a 
preparation for their journey, God told 
Moses to number the ple, and show 
them the order in which they were to 
march, and to pitch their tents, according 
to their tribes. He also’ gave directions 
about whom he would have carry his 
tent and its sacred furniture. 

If we had been near Mt. Sinai on the 
twentieth of May, long years ago, we 
should have seen a happy look of expect- 





ancy on all faces, and everybody busy 
getting ready to leave. Yet there was 
no confusion, and not a single mistake 
made as all that mighty host of people 
were “getting in line,” because they were 
following God’s directions. 

First, Aaron and his sons went into the 
Holy of holies, where God dwelt between 
the cherubim on the mercy seat. They 
took down the beautiful vail of blue, pur- 
ple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and care- 
fully covered the sacred ark. Next they 
covered it with seal skins, and then with 
a blue cloth. They put the staves of 
acacia wood overlaid with gold into the 
rings on the sides of the ark, by which 
it was to be carried. The priests covered 
the other holy furniture of the taber- 
nacle, and called the sons of Kohath, kins- 
man of Moses and Aaron, and appoint- 
ing every man his particular part, told 
them to carry these holy furnishings of 
God’s tent in their hands. 

Then the sons of. Gershon, other rela- 
tives of the priests, might be seen taking 
down the curtains of the court, the cov- 
erings of the tabernacle, the cords, and so 
on, that went with them. They put all 
these things into two covered wagons, 
which were drawn. by oxen. Then the 
children of Merari, also of the same tribe, 
took down the boards of the tabernacle, 
with the pillars and the sockets, and put 
them <ll away into four other covered 
wagons drawn by oxen. These wagons 
and oxen had been offered to God by the 
princes of the twelve tribes, and God gave 
them to the men who were to carry the 
heavy parts of his tent. “ 

When all was ready the Kohathites set 
forward, the men fearing the ark of the 
covenant leading the way, with-the cloud 
chariot of the King of the whole earth 
hovering over it. As it set forward, 
Moses said, “Rise up, Lord, and let thine 
enemies be scattered.” 

Then at a loud signal from a silver 
trumpet the tribes began to march in the 
order which God had given them. We are 
sure the people were very joyful as they 
began their journey, for they were going 
home. 

Moses’ brother-in-law had visited them 
at Sinai, and Moses asked him to go 
with them to the home which God had 
given them, reminding him_of God’s 
promises to Israel. At first Hobab said 
that he would not leave his own people; 
but Moses told him that he could help 
them in the wilderness, and promised that 
he should share all of God’s bountiful: 
blessings. We believe that Hobab: was: 
won by Moses’ persuasion, for we read 
of his descendants being among God’s 
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people after they were settled in their 
homeland, 

We, too, have a beautiful home at the 
end of our journey. Are we seeking to 
win others to share that lovely home with 


us 
Sing, “I Have a Father in the Prom- 
ised Land,” or “For You I am Praying.” 
Cuirnton, S. C. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Channels only.” 
“Pll live for him.” 
“Help somebody today.” 
“Tell it today.” 
“Whosoever will.” 
“My wonderful dream.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the heatlings:and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published. by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Prepare Ye the Way” (274: 1-3). 
Psalm 135 : 3-13. 

“The Angel of the Lord” (76 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34 : 3-17. 

“My Saviour Thou Art” (149 : 1-3). 
Psalm 70 : 1-5. 

“Our Dwelling-Place” (176:1, 4). 
Psalm 90:1-3, 16, 17. 


cd 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the marvelous record of 
thy continuing guidance to thy people. We 
thank thee that in our own journeyings we 
are not left to our own devices, but may 
turn to thee moment by moment for clear 
guidance along the way. If we sometimes 
feel that we are in a waste wilderness, and 
do not know the way, remind us, we pray 
thee, of what thou hast done through all 
the ages for thy trusting people, and espe- 
cially of what thou didst do for Israel in 
the wilderness journey to the promised land. 
May we learn the deep lessons in any wil- 
derness experience through which thou dost 
lead us, and give us grace to obey thee and 
not our own devices. We ask this in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It was a long, long 
journey that the Israelites had as _ they 
followed: the guiding cloud out of the 
Wilderness of Sinai. It was not such a 
‘long journey in number of miles, but 
it proved to be a great deal longer than 
it needed to have been in point of time; 
if the Israelites had only obeyed God. 
Most of us do stay in the wilderness 
places far longer than we need to, far 
longer than God wants us to. Oh, how 
much more quickly we would arrive at 
his chosen destination for us if we would. 
only follow his chosen plans! But he 
keeps us in training until we are willing 
to obey, and he is so wonderfully patient 
with us. Is there any far distant Canaan 
of hope and rightful desire toward which 
we are journeying today? Does the way 
seem awfully .slow, or heavy? It may 
possibly be that it is God’s purpose that 
you should go forward with lighter foot- 
step, and a swifter pace, but you are just 
hindered because you are not quite willing 
to do as he says. As we study the course 
of the Israelites in this Quarter let us 
submit ourselves in all honesty to the 
searching power of the Holy Spirit to see 
whether we are really learning from them 
the need for obedience to our heavenly 
Father. Let us pray. : 


NOT OUR 
BUT His WAY 
FOLLOW HIM! 














Satan is commonly much misappre- 
hended. Few Christians know just what 
God has said, and wants us to know, 
about Satan. Under Mr. Chafer’s guid- 
ance, in his book called “Satan,” thou- 
sands have seen, perhaps for the first 
time, the true Bible teaching about the 
great Adversary. It is a book for read- 
ing, re-reading, and reference. (The 











Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
$1; postage,’Io cents.) 














Lesson for October 3 
Numbers ro : 11-36 . 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Journeying with God: 


(1) What Israel learned in the wilder- 
ness. 


(2) What are you learning in youth? 





fe first long journey away | from 
home —the first real “journey” into 
new and strange places, among new faces, 
perhaps to hear new languages and learn 
new customs.and acquire new viewpoints 
— what may it not mean to youth! Show 
your girls the picture on the back cover 
page of a recent magazine (National Geo- 
graphic for July) of a stylish young girl, 
seated in a Pullman car, looking out upon 
a passing landscape of, river and moun- 
tain— journeying where? To see and 
hear what? And _return how changed? 
One’s mind traveis with her and wonders 
over the variety of answers that might be 
true to those questions. The very up-to- 
the-minute realism of this advertisement 
will furnish such a striking contrast to 
the word pictures in Numbers of the 
journeys of the Israelites through the 
wilderness. as to arrest the attention of 
your young moderns, outwardly so like 
the girl in the Pullman, yet at heart also 
so like the Israelites journeying to Ca- 
naan. 

Ask your girls what they would add to 
this modern picture to make it ideal. Cer- 
tainly nothing of physical comfort, even 
luxury, is wanting in this girl’s traveling 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





/SRAEL JOURNEYING TOWARD 
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clothes, equipment, vehicle; even the very 
scenery through which she travels offers 
wondrous beauty to her watching eyes. 
But — she is alone. No one with whom 
to enjoy it all, to share her comforts and 
delights, to “thrill” over their common 
experiences, 

1. The first and greatest thing we think 
of in that journey of old is the fact that 
God journeyed with his people, not only 
to direct their paths but to counsel and 
comfort all the way, to provide as needs 
arose, to warn and even to discipline 
when that greatest need of all was theirs. 
To look to God and listen to him, to fol- 
low and obey him, was not this the great- 
est single thing Israel learned in that 
wilderness journey? 


(1) But in learning that greatest lesson 
they also learned others. Ask your girls 
to read with attention even this one chap- 
ter in Numbers and they will surely find 
that order was one law they had to learn, 
especially if you will help them to com- 
pare this chapter with the second in Num- 
bers wherein the arrangement of the great 
encampment is exactly described. They 
learned, too, that in order and union there 
is strength, as the reading of the rest 
of this book will show your girls. They 
learned to obey human leaders (theirs 
being directly appointed of God), and they 
learned that progress is in exact propor- 
tion to obedience to God’s revealed will. 
(You will have to supply these last “find- 
ings’ ’ from your larger knowledge of this 
journey, unless your girls are well read 
Indeed in the Pentateuch.) 


(2) The largest lesson for your girls 
is their own answer to this question: 
What are you learning in your own life 
journey, through these years of youth par- 
ticularly, where you now are? Your an- 
swer will depend upon whether you are 
traveling alone, or with only temporary 
human companions, or with God. 


Home Study 
Look at yourself, as you have looked 
at the girl in the advertisement, and think 
how and where and with whom are you 
traveling, and what you will be like when 
you get—where? Then read Psalm 139 
thoughtfully. 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 

Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Eyes. 

Discussion: Let the fellows name the 
mgst. important uses for _the eyes and 


compare the uses of spiritual vision, 
Objective: Using God’s eyes. 


AY, fellows, in the last four weeks 

I have driven a car more than 2,000 
miles in. the Blue Ridge and Alleghenys, 
including a trip-up the beautiful Shenan- 
doah Valley and down the Potomac to 
Washington, and to Mt. Vernon. As I 
think back over the many delights of that 
trip I am impressed by the importance of 
a fellow’s eyes on such occasions, Well, 
it would simply be impossible without 
eyes, that’s all. The car might break 
down, but there are garages all along the 
way for just such emergencies, Any other 
factor in the expedition might fail, but 
with good eyes, I could still make my 
way, somehow. Take away my eyes and 
there the journey stops. Eyesight. is, to 
me, the most wonderful of all the senses. 
It is the most spiritual, And you know 
spirit is the strongest and most permanent 
thing about us. The flesh will decay, but 
the spirit, never. -Two of a fellow’s 
senses, taste and touch, depend upon im- 
mediate contact. The other three reach 
out to various distances. Smell catches 
the odors of near-by things;. hearing ex- 
tends farther, perhaps several miles, ac- 
cording to the sound which engages it; 
but vision — well, I stood on Pike's Peak 
one clear October morning -and with my 
eyes followed thé snow capped peaks of 
the great Continental Divide sixty miles 
northward and the same distance south- 
ward —and when one thinks of. looking 
point blank into the face of a star one 
million light years distant, he-must mar- 
vel at what a thing of spirit is the natural 
eyesight, 





Now, fellows, when Moses said to Ho- 
bab, “Thou shalt be eyes to us,” he was 
bidding for something back of the natu- 
ral eyesight: it was Hobab’s knowledge 
of the desert details, desert dangers, and 
problems and perhaps a few desert de- 
lights. Oh, yes, there were the pillar of 
cloud by day and fire by night, and Moses 
followed them, but God gives us human 
and other means by the way and Hobab 
was such to Moses. I pray to keep weil 
and God often ciearly answers by making 
human medical advice available to me. 
The mistake folks fall into is trusting 
altogether in human means and forgetting 
the pillars of cloud and fire. 

All of which, fellows, leads us to think 
of the one Eye that you and I must make 
sure is back of our vision, marking out 
our course and guarding against decep- 
tion of our natural inclinations. Travel- 
ing through Texas recently, my eyes de- 
lighted me with what seemed a beautiful 
stretch of water, with here and there an 
island whose trees were reflected in its 
placid mirror. Innocently I asked the 
conductor what was the name of the lake 
and he smiled at me and told me it was 
only a mirage. My eyes indignantly re- 
fused to believe it and continued to feast 
on that shimmering “lake” for fifteen or 
twenty miles. Many a weary and thirsty 
traveler has vainly followed the mirage, 
only to see it moving on ahead just_be- 
yond reach and finally, himself to sink 
exhausted in the hot desert sand. 

The momentous thought that comes to 
me, fellows, is the fact that J’ve got to 
travel — good eyes or bad eyes —eyes or 
no eyes. If my natural eye should fail, 
on my physical journey I would stop by 
the way. But there is one journey you 
and I must continue, blind or seeing. We 
began it, not realizing what a trip it wou'd 
be, but we are on the way and nothing but 
death can stop us. We must travel. How 
glad I am, thefefore, that I need not 
travel blindly, but that the all-seeing Eye 
may be mine all the way. Listen, fe‘lows: 
“T will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go: I will counsel 
[guide] thee with mine eye” (Psa. 32:8) 
and back of that Eye is all: the wisdom 
and the love of my Father, who made the 
wilderness and who equipped me to travel 
and set me in the way. “He knoweth the 


‘| way that I take,” said Job, and “when he 


hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” 
(Job 23: 10), 
Greensporo, N. C. 


ve Ee 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 26) 
1. Exodus -means “going out.” 


2. All the stories of the book are about 
Moses, or related to him. 


3. Exodus 1: 8-16 sets forth the worst that 
men could do to oppress the pedple of God; 
Exodus 2: 23-25 sets forth God’s hand in the 
matter (note the fivefold repetition of his 
name there), of which all the rest of that 
book is the story. 


4. Of Satan and his hosts of evil, holding 
in bondage those not redeemed by the blood 
of Christ. 

5. (1) He heard their groaning (Exod. 3:7); 
(2) he planned to save (3:8); (3) he chose 
and prepared the instrument by which they 
were to be saved (3:10); (4) he revealed his 
plan to the deliverer (3:14); (5) he gave the 
command ‘(3 : 15). 

6. In Stephen’s review of the history of his 
people, Acts 7 : 20-28, we read much of the 
inside story of Moses’ earlier years. 


7. (1) That the Egyptians might know Je- 
hovah (Exod. 7:5); (2) that Egypt’s false 
gods might be judged (12:12); (3) that Is- 
rael might be honored (8:22, 23); (4) that 
God’s holiness, justice, and power might be 
revealed (7:3, 5, 93 9:15, 16, 27); (5) that 
there might be a testimony to future genera- 
tions (10 :.12), 

-8. In thé Book of Revelation we constantly 
see the Lamb on the throne — the consumma- 
tion of the plan of tedemption. The last 
mention of the Lamb is in Revelation 22:1. 


9. Israel had first to eat the passover lamb 
before they were delivered from Egypt at the 
Red Sea. We are first saved from the guilt 
of sin, then saved from its power. 

10. After being saved from sin and delivered 
from its power the Israelites were kept by 
the loving provision of God in all needful 
ways—as to drink, food, and clothes. See 
Matthew 6 : 33. 
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1. See Exodus 13:17, 18 


12. The duty of obedience to all his revealed 
will. 


13. See Hebrews 11 : 24-26. 
14. See Luke 9: 30, 31. 
15. See Galatians 3 : 24. 


16. Law is God’s righteous and perfect 
standard, given to man that he might see his 
own exceeding sinfulness and utter weakness, 
Grace is God’s loving provision whereby, he 
met and still meets every claim of the law 
upon us, and by the indwelling of the Lord 
Jesus enables thosé who believe on him to 
keep the law. 





Children at Home 








The Sunbeam Soldiers 
By Mary Sinclair Taylor 


67H, DEAR!” grumbled Fred as he 

sprawled out on the veranda tioor. 
“I wish the sun would go behind a cloud 
and stay there.” 

“And not come out at all?” queried 
Eleanor. 

“Yes, not come out at all—I’m so hot, 
I don’t want to see the sun again.” 

It was one of a number of very warm 
days. The sun was blistering hot — much 
too strong to be out in it witffout a shade 
of some sort. 

Aunt Belie had heard the conversation 
of the children and asked if they would 
like to listen to a story. 

“Oh, yes, Aunt Belle,” they both agreed. 
“Do tell us a story.” 

“Well,” started Aunt Belle, “this story 
is about soldiers— Sunbeam Soldiers. 
One cloudy day the king of these soldiers 
called all his army together. 

“*Now, Sunbeams,’ said he, ‘I want 
each one of you to tell me what you have 
been doing all summer long.’ 

“The Sunbeams stood in a very straight 
line, each one with a cheery smile. 

“Sunbeam No. 1 reported; ‘I, was sent 
out to the country early in the spring. 
Day after day I shone on the cold black 
earth and changed it to green, for I made 
the seeds grow. Later I turned the fields 
yellow, ripening the grain, so the farmers 
could provide flour for the people.’ 

“Sunbeam No. 2 said in a clear voice : 


| ‘The children came to play every day in 


the meadow where I _ was-sent, so, of 
course, it had to be kept healthy and 
bright for them. I shone as hard as I 
could and made it a good place for the 
little folks. And, as the children frolicked 
and jumped, I put such a nice brown color 
in their cheeks.’ 

“Sunbeam No. 3 giggled out: ‘Jimminy ! 
Wasn’t the lake cold when I started out! 
Icy! Whew! The little children would 
put just the tip of their wee toes in and 
then run back, squealing and laughing. 
But my warm rays danced and danced all 
day long-on the little waves, making them 
sparkle and shine like diamonds. Then 
the children, and the big folks, too, could 
go in bathing and come out and bask 
on the warm beach sand.’ 

“Sunbeam No. 4 smiled all over as he 
said: ‘My task was such a nice one! 
I kissed all the berries and the cherries 
and I made them blush all over. And I 
made them so sweet and nice to eat.’ 

“Sunbeam No. § very shyly spoke up: 
‘All day long I played peek-a-boo through 
the trees of the big forest. I did the 
best I could to make the wild flowers 
and the trees grow. It was very hard 
work to get in to the violets sometimes, but 
I pushed and pushed and shoved and 
shoved until I made my way through.’ 

“Sunbeam No. 6 very proudly shouted: 
‘I’m a busy artist —a clever one, too! 
visited all the orchards and painted all 
the apples. Some I tinted a creamy yel- 
low, others a rosy red, and still others 
I made yellow with red streaks. I was 
kept busy hopping around to each apple, 
but the orchards were a beautiful picture 
when I finished.’ 

“Sunbeam No. 7 very tenderly told how 
he had been occupied: ‘My work was 
different from that of the other Sun- 
beams. I was sent to shine into little 
Jimmy’s room, Ji im was Sick and couldn’t 
get out, so I went in every chance I got. 
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Ghe Sinday School Gines 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 





$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 


separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus as cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





EE OR oes 


VACUUM 





On One of the Above 
Electric Cleaners for a 
Limited Time Only—The Advertised 
PRICE 18 sp @ 
REDUCED 
Express Paid Anywhere 
In addition to the big price reduction 


quoted above on one particular cleaner 
we are offering 


Special Terms 


On Any of the Above Cleaners for a 
Limited Time Only. $5.00 After Trial 
and Only $5.00 Each Month There- 
after. Mail order buyers pay not one 
cent until they have tried a cleaner 
in their own home for 10 days. 

member, these Vacuum Cleaners are 
guaranteed to be Brand New and 


All Latest Models 
You will really enjoy dealing with us 
and it is so easy to buy on easy pay- 
ments. No references are rcquired and 
nobody knows your business because 
you send your payments by mail. 

OUR REFERENCES 
We refer you to any manufacturer, 
dealer or agent in Vacuum Cleaners in 
the U. S. A., also to pleased customers 
in every town in the country. 
sa=sSend Below Coupon Today== 
Vacuzm Cleaner Cpecialty Co. 
111 W. 42nd St.,.N.¥.C. Dept.36-A 
Send complete price list, also infor- - 
mation about your special terms 
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All summer I shone right on him and 
made his room as bright and cheery as 
I could... Now he is able to go out for 
a short walk and will soon be able to 
race around with the other boys.’ 

“And so the Sunbeam Soldiers kept on 
repotting how they had worked. When 
the last one had finished, the happy king 
turned to his army and said: ~- 

“*You’re really such a splendid army 
that I think I must have you help me all 
the time,’ 

“‘We will! We will!’ shouted all the 
Sunbeams in chorus, ‘for we dance and 
play while we work and we never get 
tired.” And with that they all danced off 
in a gay stream, each with a happy, shin- 
ing face.” 

“But, Aunt Belle,” said Fred in a sur- 
prised tone when the story was finished, 
Pw the sunbeams really and truly do all 
that ?” 

“Oh, yes, Fred,” answered his aunt. 
“They do all that and a great deal more.” 

“Well,” said Fred looking up into his 
aunt’s face, “I’ll never wish for the sun 
to stay behind a cloud again.” 


TorONTO. 
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Where Americans Plead 
for Bibles 


6¢f JUST received the dear little Bible. 

Many thanks for it. I am sitting up 
a little later tonight, in order to rea 
many passages from the Old Testament. 
My, you are just the grandest friends 
on earth. ..., I will say that I am real 
anxious to begin that wonderful work 
which I have observed you doing — that 
of winning precious souls for Jesus.” 

So writes a little Maryland girl to 
the Scripture Gift Mission of Philadel- 
phia, which has for years been distribut- 
ing the. Word among those too poor to 
purchase it, and supplying missionaries 
and Christian workers at home and in 
heathen lands. 

North Carolina has ‘a little maiden who 
writes her thanks for a Testament by say- 
ing: 

“Your Testament was gladly received. 
Like it fine. -I am sending a few cents. 
My. heart is full, if my hand is not. I 
am just a-poor girl taking care of a blind 
mother. This little mite is freely given.” 

The files of the Mission contain many 
letters similar to these quoted, and during 
the year 1925, as a part of the general 
distribution, 25,218 New Testaments were 
sent out to persons who had followed a 
simple plan of distribution. 

The method, though simple, is quite ef- 
fective. A Gospel is first presented with 
the request that it be read through and 
a few verses that appeal most strongly 


is done, it is to be returned to the giver, 
who exchanges it for a Testament as a 


giit. 

The sole object of the Scripture Gift 
Mission is to bring boys and girls, men 
and women in touch with Christ as their 
Saviour through the medium of the written 
Word. The Gospels distributed contain 
beautiful pictures which are actual scenes 
from the Holy Land, and often the -book- 
let is accepted for its illustrations which 
later is read for the message it *contains. 

At present the work of the Scripture 
Gift Mission is largely among Svuthern 
day schools, and thousands of Gospels and 
Testaments are being sent out to the chil- 
dren scattered throughout the mountain 
regions. Eternity alone will reveal the 
blessing that has attended this free cir- 
culation. 

But not only among the children is the 
Word being scattered) A worker from 
North Carolina sends the encouraging 
statement that, as a result of the Testa- 
ments furnished by the Scripture Gift 
Mission to a mountain community three 
and a half years ago, twenty-two souls 
have accepted Christ as their Saviour. 
Another writes, “You have done much 
to stimulate Bible reading among quite a 
few people to whom I have presented 
Scripture portions. They are bringing 
light and comfort to many earnest, inquir- 
ing souls.” 

It is almost impossible to believe that 
in this land of wealth and opportunity 
the following letter could be written: 





“I was to visit a friend the other day. 


She was telling me of the Testaments 
you were giving away. I am a poor wo- 
man with two small children, and there 
is no place in this:whole mountain coun- 
try where I can buy a Bible. Will you 
please send me a large print Testament 
that I can read of a night?” 

A worker from Georgia, in sending 
thanks for large print Testaments that 
had been shipped adds: 

“Some as old as seventy-nine years said 
they had lived this long and have no Tes- 
tament in their house. Five old people 
want big Testaments on account of their 
eyesight.” 

These and similarly pathetic appeals 
could easily be multiplied. In order to 
meet this particular need, some years ago 
our General Secretary prepared a large 
print Testament, set up with bold, black 
type, durable paper, and strong covers. 
More than nineteen thousand of these 
messengers of life have already been 
freely circulated among people whose eye- 
sight is weak or failing on account of ad- 
vancing years. 

From the first, the motto of the Mission 
has been Isaiah 55: 11, “So shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it,” and every new day increasingly testifies 
to the truth of the words of the great 
prophet that God’s Word will not return 


d| unto him void. 


You may share, if you wish, in this 
work of Scripture distribution, so needed 
and so much blessed. Will you pray for 
both the work and the workers? Should 
you desire a more active part, gifts may 
be sent to Robert B. Haines, Jr., General 
Secretary, Scripture Gift Mission, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


New Zealand’s 
Sunday School Problems 


UNDAY-SCHOOL work in New 

Zealand has made distinct and grati- 
fying progress during the last few years. 
The extension of the work done by the 
existing Sunday-school Unions and the 
establishing of Young People’s Depart- 
ments by the various denominations has 
helped to quicken the interest in the prob- 
lem of religious education. The last Sun- 
day-school census revealed that fifty-eight 
percent of the boys and girls of the Do- 
minion attended Sunday-schools. Owing 
to the sparsely settled condition of many 
parts of New Zealand, there are hundreds 
of very small schools and consequently a 
difficulty is experienced in adequately 
supervising them. In many cases there 
is ouly one teacher and the children 
gather from several miles around to one 
homestead to learn together the stories 
of the Bible and to be taught in the way 
of righteousness. . Recognizing that the 
trainiug of the Sunday-school teacher is 
a matter of supreme importance, much 
attention has been given to this aspect 
of the work during recent yearsie 


Girls’ Problems of Today 
(Concluded from page 541) 


will rejoice in the Home in which your 
mother now dwells. You will absorb the 
happiness that is promised to us as his 
children, and you can know she is “for- 
ever with the Lord.” If I knew your ad- 
dress, I would send you a leaflet from 
James McConkey, but as I can’t, I want 
you to send to him and get it. It is called 
“The Ministry of Suffering,” and his ad- 
dress is 1013 Bessemer Building, Pitts- 
burgh. 

“What can you do with the ‘rest of 
your life?” Surrender it entirely to 
Jesus, that he may make out of it what- 
ever he wants to! He learned obedience 
through the things he suffered (Heb. 5: 
8). He can use you now as he could 
not have done before you suffered. Yield 
yourself to him, and let him direct your 
life, and you will have joy in your soul 
such as you have never known, 

Write and let me know how the vic- 
tory comes, and that you have handed 
your life over to God, to use and direct 
as he pleases. 
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Athoughtful analysis of 
present day worldcondi- 
tions that every Chris- 
tian_will wish_to read 


SOME 
MODERN 
PROBLEMS 


in the Light of Bible Prophecy 


CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 


An illuminating and significant 
answer —and a comforting one 
(but for Christians only !)—to 
the puzzling and agitating ques- 
tions that arise in view of omi- 
nous world conditions today. 


CONTENTS 
I. Introductory 


II. Some Modern Problems 
and Their True Solution 


1. The Menace of War 

‘2. The Ideal of Peace 

3. The Challenge to Democracy 

4. The Votes of Women 

5. The Labor Question 

6. The Relations Between. East and 
West 

7. Nature in Convulsion 

8. Zionism 

9. The Unrest in Europe 


Ill. The Final Years of ThisAge 


t. Rome that Endured 

Rome Restored 

The New and Last Cesar 
The Covenant with the Jews 
Portents of Antichrist 

The Tribulation 

. Armageddon 


IV. The Lord’s Return 


As Son of Righteousness 


1. **He that Should Come” 
2. A Visible Return 

3- How the Lord-Will Come 
4. 
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The Descent to Earth 
The Millennial Reign 

V. The Lord’s Return 
As Day-Star 

**T Will Come Again’’ 

To-day’s Venture of Faith 


That Blessed Hope 
Resurrection and Life 
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VI. Precious Promises 
Cloth, $1.50; postage, 12 cenis 


COMING SOON 


The World’s Unrest 


Visions of the Dawn 


A significant new volume by Miss Pank- 
hurst now in course of manufacture. 


$2; postage, 15c. 
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Lesson for October 3 
Numbers 16 : 11-36 
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ATTENTION 
CHRISTIAN 
INVESTORS 


The Moody Bible Institute of 
Chicago offere you an oppor- 
tunity to invest your funds at 
the rate of from 4 to 11% in its 
Life Annuity Contracts. 


Such an investment not only . 
gives you perfect security and 
a liberal réturn on your money, 
but_also enables you to have x 
part in carrying on the Lord’s 
work. 


Write for our free annuity cir- 
cular giving complete informa- 
tion. State your birth date. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Box S93 153 Institute Place 
Chicago, Illinois - 




















The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





October 10. How to Pull Together. Mark 
2:1-5; 1 Cor. 3: 1-9. 

October 17. What Ideals Are Found in the 
Constitution of the United States? Rom. 
13:1-8 (Citizenship Day.) 

October 24. Lessons from Great Athletes. 
1 Cor. 9 : 24-27; Heb. 12 ; 1-3. 

October 31. What Are the Good Points of the 
Various Races in America? Acts 10: 
24-38. (Missionary meeting.) 





Sunday, October 3 

What Is Education? How Get It? How 

Use It? (Rom. 12 : 1-3; 2 Tim. 2 : 15) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Education and wisdom (Proy. 1: 
1-6). 

Tues.—The learning of our time (Dan.1 : 
1-5, 17-20). 

Wed.--Education by observation (Prov. 


24 : 30-34). 

Thurs.—A wise teacher (Matt. 13: 1-3, 
51, 52). : 

Fri—Teach others (Tit. 3 : 8-15), 

Sat.—Use knowledge in daily life (Matt. 
7 : 24-29). 

















HEGEMAN HALL 


Stony Brook School 


A boy’s college atory school that is dis- 
Bate Uocletiea Fee ult ze college trained men 
who do intensive work. Small classes. $100,000 
administration building (shown above) just com- 
pleted. Other modern buildings, including new 
mnasium on fine large campus. Supervised in- 
oor and outdoor sports. For catalog address 
the Principal. 


Box S, Stony Brook, Long Isiand, N. Y. 


BETHEL INSTITUTE 


ST. PAUL, MINNES®@TA 














Trains for leadership in orm and Kingdom 
serv 
Faculty of 18 . _.. Enrofiment 308 
Seminary—Offers three years’ course leading up to 
degrees B.D., and ‘Th.B:; also special two years 
course leading to the degree Th.G. Prepares students 
for bilingual work. 
Acapgsmy—Courses : Col 


and Seminary Prepar- 
atory, Music, Public S ng. Two years’ Bible 
courses offeréd in Academy. Accred 

ligious and missionary spirit. 

Bisie and MisstonARyY TRAINING—Two years. 
A School with a Purpose which makes Invest- 
ments of and Money worth while. 

_ Write for a catalog and send gifts to 


G. ARVID HAGSTROM, Presidest, St. Paul, Minn. 
Have you chosen your Christmas play? 


WHY THE CHIMES RANG 


By Elizabeth McFadden. Over 1oco successful pre- 
sentations. Easy, inexpensive, superbly effective and 
carries a deep spiritual message. Price, 35 cents per 
copy. New Batter play by same author. “ ‘Ine 
Wo Discoversep Eastea.”’ Get your reading copy 
mow. Price, 35 cents. 


SAMUEL FRENCH, Dept. B. 
25 West 45th Street, New York 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mHeE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


(scr Mahe10°20-Day 


Women 
CHRISTMAS EETING CARDS IN BOX 
ASSORT are tremendous sellers. We pub- 
lish a magnificent assortment of 21 Steel Engraved, 
Colored Panelled, Bordered s and folded with 
coveones. Sells for $x.00. Cost you socents. Start 
early. Write for particulars and tree samples. 
WALTHAM ART PUBLISHERS 
7 Water St, Dept. 210 Boston, Mass. 


IKEEP YOUR SCALP 
Clean and Healthy 


WITH CUTICURA | 
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Can a person be self-educated? How? 
What is education for? 
What advantages has an educated person? 


S. C.)- WEBSTER has said, “One 

¢ of our children, stil in the lisp- 

ing, stammering age, mangled Proverbs 
8:11, ‘Wisdom is better than’ rubies,’ by 
reading, ‘Wisdom is better than rubbish.’ 
And yet how true it is that all is rubbish 
in comparison with true wisdom, — which 
begins only with the fear of the Lord.” 

+4 

There is a vast difference between wis- 
dom and knowledge, for wisdom is the 
er to use rightly the knowledge one 

as. 

Education is not the mere stocking 
up of stores of knowledge. The diction- 
ary defines it as “the act or process of 
developing and cultivating mentally or 
morally. Knowledge, skill, and develop- 
ment of character acquired by such train- 
ing.” Since then the underlying purpose 
of all true education is to form charac- 
ter and to teach us how to use these 
brains of ours we may rightfully say that 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
not only wisdom but of education, 


se 

It is tragic that modern education often 
points rather away from God than toward 
him in its attempt to build character and 
strength. Scarcely any of us who have 
gone to school at all have escaped the 
insidious suggestions of evolution. In the 
lower grades, nature stories frequently 
point that way, and when geology and 
biology and botany and zoology come to 
be studied there seems to be little attempt 
in many textbooks to disguise their evo- 
lutionary viewpoint. As we go on in col- 
lege the pitfalls become more numerous 
until the student who has not been firmly 
grounded in the faith “once for all de- 
livered unto the saints” suddenly finds 
himself robbed of his belief in God and 
the Bible and left with nothing that sat- 
isfies, = 


This does not mean that there is nothing 
good in modern education. There is much 
that is excellent and worth while, but it 
does mean that somehow boys and girls, 
and young men and women need to 
forewarned and forearmed against the 
acceptance in the classroom of those 
things that are contrary to God’s Word, 
and it does mean that they need a strength 
and a faith utterly beyond their own 
powers, to stand against the onslaught of 
unbelief, and to rightly choose those 
things that are good and reject those 
things that are evil. 


we 
How then can we be safeguarded? Con- 
secrated Christian parents, and faithful, 
conscientious Sunday-school teachers and 
pastors may be marvelously used by God 
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Relief and Sustentation. 
‘They are absolutely safe! 
The income is paid quarterly, 


aries i 


As High As 9% 


sanctioned by the General Assembly 
is paid on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial 


They give you a share in caring for ministers and mission- 
disabled or in their old age! 


They possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond! 


or semi-annually! 





Write today to 





Rev. Joun H. Gross, D.D., Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation 


900-U, Witherspoon Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 




















INTERDENOMINATIONAL! 


DON O. SHELTON, LL.D., President. 


Ill, GOSPEL MUSIC. 





EVANGELICAL! 


The National Bible Institute 


330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 


EVANGELISTIC! 


B. ALLEN REED, A.B., Registrar 


COURSES OF STUDY 
Il. THEOLOGICAL. A three-year course preparing for the work of the Gospel Ministry. 
Il. MISSIONARY. A three-year course combining Theology, Bible and Medicine. 
V. CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE COURSE. 
IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL 


A new fire-proof building with every convenience, situated in the center of New York City. 
Tuition Free. Room and Board at reasonable rates. Opportunities for self-help. 
Catalogue and further information will be sent on request 








for such safeguarding, but there is a 
Safekeeper in whose hands we shall be 
infinitely more secure than the love of 
our parents or Christian friends can pos- 
sibly make us. Hence our Scripture por- 
tion in Romans 12:1 to 3 pointing out the 
needs for “presenting our bodies,” or, as 
Weymouth translates it perhaps a little 
more clearly, “all our faculties,” as a liv- 
ing sacrifice to God. He can never keep 
what is not his, and until we unreservedly 
give ourselves to him we cannot expect 
him to wholly keep us. 

But notice what follows. Instead of 
conforming to the trend of the age, we 
will be transformed by the renewing of 
our minds, and then we may prove, or 
learn from experience, what is the good, 
perfect, and acceptable will of God. 


bd 

From the time a boy or gi! begins to 
think for himself or herself, until death 
comes life is constantly a matter of choos- 
ing or rejecting. When we put ourselves 
into God’s hands without condition, we 
can count upon having the mind of Christ 
and the ability to determine that which 
is right or that which is wrong. 

We hear a great deal today about de- 
pending on conscience, but unless the con- 
science is utterly surrendered to the Lord 
Jesus Christ it is ‘a very undependable 
guide. We forget sometimes that man in 
his perfect original state was given a con- 
science that was a perfect guide, but that 
since man has fallen he can trust his con- 
science only as it is wholly surrendered 
to Christ. The savage tribes do many 
things for which their conscience gives 
them no check. Unsurrendered Chris- 
tians, too, may do and choose those wrong 
things for which their conscience may not 
trouble them. Hence the need for a 
constantly renewed mind kept sensitive by 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself to his every 
wish. = 


It is not strange then, that we find 
in James 1:5, “If any of you tack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally.” God’s way is such a rea- 
sonable way. Since he has mapped out 
our life’s program (Eph. 2:10) is it not 
reasonable that he should be able to di- 
rect us into the very best paths for secur- 
ing our training and equipment? Shall 
we not then, in simple trust in our 
heavenly Father, go to him for his plans 





for our education, for his strength to 


carry them out, and for his wisdom to use 
those faculties he has given us and de- 
veloped for us? 


To whom am I looking for my education? 


How much time do I give to letting God 
teach me? 


What use do I intend to make of my train- 
ing and education? 
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~ Globecraft Sbops. 


Since 1876 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
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A book of comfort and 
en e a encouragement. For the 
afflicted, the discour- 


See Dark aged, the perplexed— 
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By Puiu E. Howarp 


*stress—for everybody. 
Cloth, $1.25; 
postage, 10 cents 
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J op Nsons Foor SOAP 


Borax Iodine & Bran 
ACTS LIKE MAGIC 


on tired, tender, smarting, 
len, sweaty 


FEET 


28 CENTS***ALL DRUGGISTS 
an THOMAS GILL SOAP COMPANY 5 
711 Kent Ave, Brooklyn, New York 
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| of a shack?| 











We Are Judged 
By Our English ! 


Isnt this 
a splendid 


¢ hotel ? 


This Easy Way 


VERY time you talk, every time you write, 

you show what you are. When you use the 
wrong word, when you mispronounce a word, 
when you punctuate incorrectly, when you use 
flat, ordinary words, you handicap yourself 
greatly. Poor English hurts you more than you 
will ever know. 














Wonderful New Invention 


Extensive tests show that most men and 
women are but 61% efficient in the essential 
ts of English. But now, Sherwin Cody, per- 
the best-known teacher of practical English, 
perfected and patenteda remarkable device 
ich quickly gives any one a commanding 
of ish. He has thrown aside all the 
rules and drills which make the old 
so inefficient.eEach evening you are 
assigned an easy and fascinating 15-minute 
lesson. No time is wasted on what you already 
know. You are automatically shown your mistakes 
in spelling, punctuation, grammar, and pronun- 
ciation, and you concentrate on the points that 
need attention. Correct and forceful English soon 
becomes a habit. Already over 41,000 people 
have used this method with the most marked 
results, 


EE 


HE 


impression upon those with whom come in contact: A 
nevwt-book explaining Mr. Cody's oasheble:-tovension is 
ready. If i ish, 

Masterly 


SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
359 Searle Building Rochester 





Shérwin Cody School of English 

359 Searle Building, Rochester, N.Y. 
Please send me your new Free Book, “How 
to Speak and Write Masterly English.” 
Name 
Address 
City 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Praying Against Apostasy 


ESS than half a century ago the de- 

nominations of America were prac- 
tically free from rationalism. Then they 
let it in, just gradually, a little leaven 
by the way principally of the theological 
seminaries, and today what do we see? 
A Protestantism reaping the whirlwind 
of apostasy! A Protestantism shorn 
largely of its evangelistic power! A 
Protestantism torn with such strife and 
confusion and worldliness as affects more 
or less almost every local church of al- 
most every denomination! Should we 
not this week, and indeed every week, 
having put on the whole armor of God, 
wrestle in prayer against the supernatu- 
ral powers of darkness that on their part 
are against everything that is of God? 
“We wrestle ... praying” (Eph. 6: 12- 
18); but let us be very careful that we 
wrestle and pray “in the Spirit.” To do 
éither in the flesh is to fail God. 


September 27 to October 3 


Mon.—Numbers 10 : 29-36. 
Israel Journeying toward Canaan. 


“Come thou with us.” This always is, 
or should be, the invitation of the Lord’s 
people. To honestly accept the invitation 
means ultimately to share the heavenly 
inheritance. God excludes none. “Even 
Hobab, the Arab, might receive the same 
blessings which God had promised Is- 
rael, provided he accompanied them in 
the same way.” 


“WE WRESTLE . . . PRAYING’: Not 
against “flesh and blood,” but against the 
invisible powers of darkness that take 
possession of, and control, and operate 
through “flesh and blood.” Not against 
Modernists, and Romanists, and Spirit- 
ists, and all the rest, but against the dia- 
bolic forces that make all these. 


Tues.—Numbers 11 : 4-15. 
Israel Loathes the Manna. 


“The mixed multitude . . , lusted ex- 
ceedingly.” The Hebrew indicates that 
it was “a mongrel multitude’ of gathered 
or collected people whom the Israelites 
took (but should not have taken) with 
them out of Egypt. These led Israel 
astray. Whether in Israel or in the 
Church, “a mongrel multitude” is worse 
than a dead weight; it is a prolific source 
of temptation. 

“WE WRESTLE... PRAYING’; Praying 
“in the Spirit”; for the flesh is powerless 
to cope successfully against spiritual ad- 
versaries; and pasides, at isn’t in the nature 
of the flesh to put on the armor of God 
or to wrestle or pray at all on God’s side. 
To pray “always IN THE Sprrit” is to 
pray in absolute assurance of final vic- 
tory. - g 
Wed.—Numbers 11 : 31-35, 

Israel Supplied with Quail. 


The Vulgate has more nearly the. cor- 
rect translation of verse 31, last clause: 
“And they flew in the air, two cubits 
high above the ground.” . This. brought 
the quails easily within the reach of the. 
Israelites. Psalm 106: 13-15 should be 
read in connection with. today’s lesson, 
and taken to heart. When we will not 
have God’s way, he sometimes answers 
even our willful prayers. " 

“WE WRESTLE . . . PRAYING’: What 
God, because ‘of human willfulness, is 
unable, as it were, to control, he is-never- 
theless wEL. able, because of the victory 
of Calvary, to overrule; and to bring to 
pass ultimately his own righteous purposes 
in fullest measure, with glory to himself 
and not to man. And-he does it all de- 
spite his blundering hwman instruments. 
Thurs.—Numbers 12 : 1-3. 

The Sin of Aaron and Miriam. 


If Moses wrote this book, how could 





his guardian angel. 





SCHOOL TIMES 


The explanation lies in the original. The 
word translated “meek” may also be 
translated “depressed” or “afflicted.” 
Moses was afflicted because of the tre- 
mendous burden of responsibility upon 
him, Aaron’s and Miriam’s envy made 
them blind to the “affliction.” Is this not 
often true today? 


“WE WRESTLE . . . PRAYING’: Reread 
the Introduction. If an entire denomina- 
tion is unable to fight successfully. against 
a foe once it is on the inside, then surely 
no local church can hope to “win out” if 
it admits and harbors a spiritual foe, 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence” ap- 
plies to churches as well as to individuals. 
Fri—Numbers 12 : 9-16. 

Moses’ Prayer for Miriam. 


“Whem the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” 
Even Aaron, Israel’s high priest, could 
not escape; nor Miriam, who, when Moses 
was only a babe, had been, as it were, 
Sin is no respecter 
of persons, but the Lord loveth the re- 
pentant, sometimes chastening beforehand 
to bring to repentance, and sometimes 
chastening afterward that the lesson may 
not be forgotten. 


“WE WRESTLE... PRAYING’: Oh, how 
Moses prayep! And how quickly on this, 
and on other occasions, he got the answer! 
He magnanimously sank his own person- 
ality and his own interests, Ah, what in- 
tercessors are these in behalf of others! 
And with what blessings their interces- 
sions return upon their own heads! 
Sat.—Hebrews 11 : 13-16. The Journey of Faith. 


Abraham had traveled by faith from 
Ur (v. 8); and now his “innumerable” 
heirs were journeying by faith through 
the wilderness, type of the “strangers and 
pilgrims” of the Church, whose travels 
heavenward are pre-eminently a walk and 
warfare of faith. Though we die, “not 
having feceived the promises,” every 
promise will be at last fulfilled. 


“WE WRESTLE . , . PRAYING’: Pray for 
all churches and: pastors and official 
boards everywhere; remembering that just 
as every man when he has opportunity is 
either the protector or the betrayer of 
the virtue of womanhood, so is every pas- 
tor and church leader, when he has op- 
portunity, either the protector or the be- 
trayer of the virtue and purity of the 
Church, WHICH IS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST. 


Sun.—Psalm 34:1-8 Jehovah our Refuge. 


What a rich variety of expression in 
these verses: 1 and 2, purpose; 3, invita- 
tion; 4, experience; 5 to 7, observation; 
8, exhortation. born of a personal 
knowledge of God, confirmed in experi- 
ence and observation, and overflowing in 
convincing testimony and in spontaneous 
adoration. 

“& WRESTLE ... PRAYING’: No evan- 

elical church in Christendom belongs to 
itself. Every local church belongs to the 
WHOLE Church, as well as to God; and 
out of it, if it is true to God, may come 
a Paul or a Barnabas to help evangelize 
the world, or a Knox to shake dominions 
and thrones, or a Wesley to move conti- 
nents Godward, or a Moody to lead mul- 
titudes to fall prostrate at the feet of 
Christ. Prayi : 





Have you grasped the great cen- 
vise chanes of the entire Bible ? 


THE MEANING 
_OF THE CROSS 








By the REV. GORDON WATT, of Edinburgh 


Author of “ The Strategic Value of Prayer.” . 
Makes this very clear and precious to 
the soul. There are nine studies showing 


the meaning of the Cross in the Old Testa- |: 


ment, in the Gospels, in’ the Epistles, 
and in the Revelation, and its central 
place in salvation, victory; power and 
service m shown. 

These studies were originally given 
at the 1922 Victorious Life’ Conference, 
at the Moody Bible Institute, and else} 
where, and brought unusual blessings 
to the hearts of the listeners. 


Cloth, $1; postage, 10 cents 
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he have so praised himself as in verse 3? 
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their friends 


France, and England. 


reserved—and special 
trains and motors chart- 
ered. Mr. Boring will 
conduct our party per- 
sonally. You need be 
away from New York 
but sixty days, but if 
you wish it, you may 
stay longer without ad- 
ditional. steamship ex-. 
pense. By chartering 
an entire ship the prices 
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of pri 








Over calm seas 
to the Holy Land 


On January 22nd The Sun- 
day School Times family and 


will sail into 
glorious sunshine and warmth 
on the S. S. Doric 


HEN the steamship Doric sails from 

New York on January 22nd, 1927, 
The Sunday School Times family and their 
friends will be on board. 
room there will be friends 
companionship will not allow for loneli- 
ness. The entire ship has been. chartered 
especially for our cruise. 

A few hours away from New York our 
ship will enter the smooth, warm waters of 
the Gulf Stream. Ahead of us will be 
springtime— sunshine and glorious hours of 
healthful recreation on deck. Throughout 
The Sunday School Times Tour our ship 
will carry us through the calm waters of the 
Atlantic and the Mediterranean. 

Come—we want you with us. 
want your companionship in Madeira, Al- 
giers, Egypt, the Holy Land, Greece, Italy, 


In every state- 
whose joyous 


We 


Every travel care 


has been removed, for we have made 
special arrangements with James Boring’s 
Travel Service, Inc., to solve every problem. 
Already hotel accommodatio 


ns have been 








WHERE WE 
WILL GO— 


New York, Ma- 
deira, Spain, Gib- 
raltar, Algiers, 
Tunis, Malta, 
Egypt, Palestine, 

> one- 
stantinople, 
Greece, Sicily, 
Italy, Monaco, 
France, England. 








have been reduced to a minimum. Come— 
write today for full particulars. 


end the Coupon 
Send the coupon today—and let us 
you full particulars about The 
S Schou Tins Tour to the 
Mediterranean, Holy Land, and Eu- 
We-will send 


describing 

You ‘will be under no 
obligation of any kind. pe 

ee 
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School Times Tour to the M 
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